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THE 

LIFE Md OPINIONS 

O F 

TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gent. 



C HAP. I. 

I Have begun a new book, on purpofe 
that I might have room enough to- 
explain the nature of the perpkxities 
in which my uncle Tciy was involved, 
from the many difcourfes and intcrroga- 
HDt^ about the fiege of NamuTj whefe 
he received his wound. 

I muft remind the reader, in cafe he 

has read the hiftory of King William's 

A 2 wars. 
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wars, — but if he has not,— Ilthen inform 
hioDj^tbat one of the moft memorable at* 
tacks in that fiege, was that which was 
made by the Englifb and "Dutch upon the 
point of the advanced counterfcarp, be- 
fore the gate of St. Nicolas^ which inclo- 
fed the great floice or water-ftop, where 
the Englijh were terribly expofed to the 
Ihot of the counter- guard and demi- 
baftion of St.*Rocb : The iflTue of which 
hot difpute, in three words, was this -, 
That the Butch lodged tbcmfelves upon 
the counter-guard,— and that th^ Englip 
made thcmfdvcs maftcrs of the covered 
way before St. Ni^las's gate, xK^with^ 
ftandmg the gallantry of the French offi-- 
cert, who expofed themfclves upon the 
glacis fword in hand* 

As this ?7as the princ^al- attack of 
wbkh my uncle 7ciy was an cye-wknefi 

at 
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A A/irfwrr-^— tiie'trpiy o£ the befi^gei« 
bctflg cutoffi by the confluence of the 
Maes and Sambre^ ffofii feeing much of 
each other's operations,— my uncle Tolrj/ 
was genef ally m^xt t^ioquen^ and parti- 
cular in his acQQlmt o( it *, and the ifiany 
perpJexities he w^ ini aiv>& ou£ of the 
almoQ: infurmoomable difficulties he 
found in tclKng ^ his ftory intelligibly^ 
and giving^ fijch clear ideaa of the diflferr 
ences and diftindions between the fcarp 
arid couaterftacp,— — the glacis and co- 
vered way ,-^— the half-nioon and taver 
lirt,-^— as to make hi* compaoy fully 
comprehend where and what he wa^ 
about. 

Writers themfelves are too apt to con- 

found thefe terms v— — fo that you will 

the lefs wonder, if ia his endeavours to 

explaiu them, anjd in oppolition to ma- 

A3 ny 
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ftf mifconccptions, thatmjrtlndc Toty 
did oft times puzzle his vifiters, and 
ibmetimes himfelf too. 

To ipeak the truth, unlefs the comps^ 
ny my father led up flairs were tolerably 
dear-headed, or my uttcle Toly was in 
one of his beft explanatory moods, 'cwas 
a difficult thing, do what he could, to 
keep the difcourfe free from obfcurity. 

Whit rendered the account of this 
aflfaif the more intricate to my uncle 
fr^3^, was this,-^that in the attack of the 
counterfcarp before the gate of St. Ni^ 
colasy extending itfelf from the bank of 
the Maes^ quite up to the great water- 
ftop ; — the ground was cut and crofs-cut 
with fuch a multitude (^ dykes, drains, 
rivulets, and fluices, on all fides, — and 
he would get fo fadJy bewilder'd and . fee 

faft 
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,fa& amongft t^m, that frequentljr lie 
cocild neither get backwards or for- 
wards to fave his life ; and wa$ oft times 
obliged to give up the attack upon that 
very account only. 

Thefe perplexing rebuffs gave my 
mncle To^ Siandy more perturbations 
:than you would imagine ; and as my 
.father's kindncls to him was continually 
dragging up frefli friends and frelh in- 
quirers,: — he had but a very uneafy taflc 
ef it. 

. No doubt my uncle Toiy had great 
€ommand of hinafelf,— and could guard 
appearances, I belfeve, as 'well as mod 

.men ^ — yet any one may imagine,, that 
when he could not retreat out of the ra- 

.velin without getting into the half-moon, 

©r get out of . the covered way without 

A 4- falling, 
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falling down the counterfcarp, nor crofe 
the dyke without danger of flipping into 
the ditch, but that he muft have fretted 
and funded inwardly :— He did fo •, — and 
thefe little and hourly vexations, which 
may feem trifling and of no account to 
the man who has not vt^ Hipp&crates^ 
yet, whoever has read Hippccratesy or 
Dr. James Mackenzie^ and has confidcred 
iwell the effeds which the pafllons and 
affeftions of the mind have upon the dt- 
geftipn, — (Why not of a wound as well 
as of a dinner ?)— — may eafily conceii^ 
what fliarp paroxifms and exacerbations 
of his wound my uncle Toby muft have 
. undergone upon that fcore only. 

— My uncle Tohy could not "philofo- 
phize upon it ; — 'twas enough he felt it 
was fo,— and having fuffiained die paf n 
and fornows of it for three months toge- 
ther. 
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Act, lie was rdSoi^cd fomc Wf or o&ir 

^to cxtRcate himfelf. 

He was one morning lying upon his 
•back in his bed, the anguifh and nature 
^f the wound upon his groin fufFering 
him to lye in nc other pofition, when k 
thought tramc into hh head, that if he 
coufd pufchafe llich a thing, and have k 
patted down upon a board, as a large 
map of the fortifications of the town and 
citadel of Namur, with its environs, it 
might be a <peans.o£ giving him cafe.— 
I take notice of liis defire to have the 
environs along with the town and cita- 
del, for this rcafon,— becaufe my uncle 
ir^^*s wound was got in one of the tra- 
verfes, about thirty toiles from the re- 
turning angle of the trench, (^pofite to 
the falient ^ngle of the demi-baftion of 
'5A/?t*^i — — fo that he was pretty con- 
fident 
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\6iait he could flick a pin upon the idefir 
tical fpot of ground where he was ftand- 
«ig in when the ftonc ftruck him. 

All this iucceeded to his wi(hes» and 
not only freed him from a world of fad 
explanations^ but, in the end^ it prov'd 
the hsippy meanst as you will read, of 
procuring my uncle Tciy his HoMx- 

HORSJE. 
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THERE is nothing fo foollfli, wherr 
you are at the expence of making 
an entertainment of this kind, as to or- 
^ der things fu badly, as to let your cri- 
•, ticks and gentry of refined tafte run it 
down : Nor is there^any thing fb likely 
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-to matke them do it, as that of Icaying: 
them out of the party, or, what is full as 
ofienfive, of beftowing your attention 
upon the reft of your guefts in fo partii- 
cular a way, as if there was no fuch 
thing as a cricick (by occupation) at 
table. 



-I guard againft both; for, ki> 



the firft place, I have left half a dozen 
places purpofely open for them ; — and, 
in the next place, I pay them all court,— 
Gentlemen, I kifs your hands,?— I pr^ 
teflr no company could give me half the 
pkafure, — by my foul I am glad to fee 

you, 1 beg only you will make i¥> 

ftrangers of yourieIves> hut lit dpwn 
without any ceremony, and fall on hear- 
tily. 
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I faid I had left fix places,' an^ I was 
\ipon the point of carrying my complat- 
iance fo far, as to have left a feventh 
open for them,— and in this very fpot I 
(land on j — but being told by a criticfc, 
^thp* not by occupation, — but by nature) 
that I had acquitted myfelf well enough, 
1 Ihall fill it up direftly, hoping, in the 
mean time, that I fhall be able to make 
a great deal of niore room next year. 



——Hour, in the name of wonder ! 

^coilld your unde Toiy^ who, it (eemi, 
was a military man, and whom you Rave 
reprefented as rto fool, — be at the fame 
time fuch a cdnfiifqd, pudding- headed, 

• muddle-headed' fellow, as— Go look. 

So, Sir Critick, I could have repKed ; 

but I fcorn it. 'Tis language un- 

*yrbane^ — and only befitting the man 

who 
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who dannot ^ve cleV: ^^^ fatkfa&ory: 
accounts of things^ pr dive deep enougI\ 
into the firft caufes of human ignorance 
and confyfidfif it is" iiito^verthe re- 
ply valiant, — and therefore I rejeft it ;. 
lor tho^'k ni^ht haVe'fuiced my untie 
Toiy^i charader as a foldter exc^llendjr 
well,— and had he not aqcuftoRied himH 
felf, in fuch attacks, to \*hiftle the IJlIa-i^ 
^kaUero^-^^ he wanted rio courage,: *ti;^ 
the very anfwer he would ha.v6 ©veni 
jtt k wocdd bjr no means have done for 
me. You fee as pbun as can be, that I 
write.as a man of erudioon j — tl^at cverf' 
my fionlies, my allufioni, itiy iUiiftrar 
lions, my meta|)hors, %st cruditl^j — ^^n4 
that I iijuft fqftaift my charaftpr pifoperlyi, 
and contraft it properly t0Q, — clfe what 
would becoitie of me I Why, Sir, J 
fhould be undone ;--at this very mo- 
ment that I am giaing here to fill up on^ 

place 
3 
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flace againft a dritidk,— I fliould have 
made an opening for a couple. 

•—Therefore I anfwer thus : 

- Pray, Sir, m all the reading whkh you 
have ever read, did you ever read fuch a* 
book as Locki& Eflay upon the Human 
Underftanding ?- — -—Don't anfwer me 
rafhly, — becaufe many, I know, quote the 
book, who have not read it, — ^and many 
have read it who undcrftand it not : — If 
cither of thefe is your cafe, as I write to 
inftrud, I will tell you in three words 
what the book is. — ^It is a Wftdry.— -A 
hiftory ! o( who ? what ? where ? when ? 
Don't hurry yourfcif -**— It is a hiftory- 
foook. Sir, (which may poffibly recom- 
mend it to the world) c^what pafies in a 
m^'s own mind ; and if ycni will fay fo 
much of the book, and no more, believe 
.: me. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



toe, you wMl cut no contemptible figure 
in a metaphyfic circle* -^ 

But this by the way. 

Now if you will venture to go along 
with me, and look down into the bottom 
of this matter, it will be found that the 
caufe of obicurity and confufion, in the 
mind of man, is threefold. 

Dull organs, dear Sir, in the lirfl: place. 
Secondly, flight and tranfient impreffions 
made by obje(9:s when i^e (aid organs are 
not duH. And, thirdly, a memory like 
unto a iieve, not lible to retain what it has 
Teceived.-^CalI down Dally four cham- 
•ber-maid, and I will .gi^e you my cap 
and bell along with it, if I make not this 
•matter fo plain that Doify herfelf ihaU 
aanderflrand itas^wdl asikfai^^f^.'-:^-*- 
. .. WheR 
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When D^Uy h^s indited her .epiftte ta 
Robin, and^ has th^^ift her arm into the 
bottom of her pocket hanging by her 

right-fide j take that opf)Qtfumty: to 

recoUeft that the organs and faculties of 
peit^sption) can; by nothing in this worlds 
be to aptly typified and explaiDed as by 
that one thing which .D^/^'s handis ia 
fearch of. — ^Your oi^ans are not fo dull 
that I fliould inform you^T— *ti$ an inchj^ 
Sir, of red fcal-wax. 

When this is meked and dropped upoH 
the letter, if Dolfy fumbles too long fof 
her thimble^ till the wax js ever barden'd^ 
k will not receive the mark of her thim-^ 
ble from the ufuai impuUe which was 
<wont to imprint it. Very well: U Iklfy\ 
wax, for want of better, is bees- wax, or 
of a temper too foft, — tho' it may re- 
ceive, — it will not hold the imprcffion,, 

how 
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how hard foevcr Dolly thrufts againft it ; 
and laft of all, fuppofing the wax good, 
and eke the thimble, but applied there- 
to in carelefs hafte, as her Miftrefs rings 
the bell ; in any one of thefe three 
cafes, the print, left by the thimble, will 
be as unlike the prototype as a brafs* 
jack- 
Now you maif^ -underftand fliat not 
one of thefe was the true caufe of the 
confufion in my uncle Toly^s difcourie ; 
and it is for that very reafon I enlarge 
upon them fo long, after th^e manner of 
great phyfiologifts, — to (hew the world 
what it did no^ arife from. 

What it dirfarife from^ I have hinted 
above, and a fertile fource of obfcurity 
it is, — and ever will be,-^and that is the 
unfteady ufes of words which have per- 

VoL. II. B plexed 
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plcxed the cleareft and moft exalted im- 
dcrftandings. 

It is ten to one (at Arthur'%) whether 
you have ever read the literary hiftoriei 
of paft ages ;-^if you have, — what ter- 
rible battles, 'yclept logomachies, have 
they occafioned and perpetuated with fo 
much gall and ink-lhed, — that a good 
natured man cannot read the accounts 
of them without tears in his eyes. 

Gentle critick ! when thou haft weighM 
all this, and confiderM within thyfelf how 
much of thy own knowledge, difcourfe, 
and converfation has been pcftered and 
difordered, at one time 6r other, by this, 

and this only : What a pudder ^nd 

racket in.CouNciLS about «Via and uVo- 
rccTK; •, and in the Sc«ools of the learned 
about power and about fpirit j — abput 

ejffences. 
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cflences, ^ about quinteflences ;*-*-« 
about fubftanoes, and about fpace. ■ » »■ 
What confufion in greater Theatres 
from words of little meaning, and as in- 
determinate a fenfe j— when thou confir- 
ders this, thou wilt not wonder at my 
uncle Toiy's perplexities,— thou wilt drop 
a tear of pity upon his fcarp and his coun- 
terfcarp ;--^hi$ glacis and his covered- 
way j— -his ravelin and his half-moon.: 
'Twas not by ideas,--—— -by heaven ! 
his life was put in jeopardy by words. 



C HA P. III. 

WHEN my uncle Tof/y got his map 
of Namur to his mind, he began 
immediately to apply himfelf, and with 
the utmoft diIigence,*to the ftudy of it^ 
for nothing being of more importance 
B 2 to 
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to him than his recovery, and his recto- 
velry depending, as you have read, up- 
on the paffions and affeftions of his 
mind, it behoved him to take the niceft 
care to make himfelf fo far maftei: of hi^ 
fubjed:, as to be able to talk upon it 
without emotion. 

In a fortnight*s clofe and painful ap- 
plication, which, by the bye, did my 
uncle Toby^s wound, upon his groin, no 
good,— he was- enabled, by the help of 
fome marginal documents at the feet of 
the elephant, together with Gobejius^s mi- 
litary archit;e(5hire and pyfoballogy, tran- 
flated from the Flemijhy to form his dif- 
courfe with |)affable perlpicuity; and 
before he was two full months gone, — 
he was right eloqiieht upon it, and could 
make not only the attack of the advan- 
ced 
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ced counterfcarp with great order; 
but having, by that time, gone much 
deeper into the art, than what his firft 
motive made neceflary, — my uncle Toiy 
was able to crofs the Maes and Sambre ; 
make diverfions as far as VaubarC^ line,, 
the abbey of Salfines^ 6?r. and give his 
vifiters as diftindt a hiftory of each of 
their attacks, as of that of the gate of 
Sl NicolaSy where he had the honour to 
receive his wound. 

But the defire of knowledge, like the 
thirft of riches, increafes ever with theac- 
quifition of it. The more my uncle Toby 
pored over his map, the more he took a 
liking to it •, — by the fame procefs and 
eieftrical affimilation, as I told you, thro* 
which I ween the fouls of connoifleurs 
thcmfelve$, by long friftion and incum- 
bition, have the happinefs, at length, to^ 
B 3 "get 
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get air be-virtu'd, — b6-pi(5tur'd, — be-; 
butterflied, and be-fiddled. 

The rhbre my \xncleToby drank of this 
fweet fountain of fcience, the greater was 
the heat and impatience of his thirft, 
fd that, before the firft year of his con- 
fihemeht had well gone round, there was 
fear ce a fortified town in Itaty or Flanders ^ 
of which, by one itieans or other, he had 
not procured a plan, t-eading oVef as he 
got them, and carefully collating there- 
with the hiftories of their fieges, their de- 
molitions, their improvertients, and new 
Works, all which he would read with that 
inten(e application a'nd delight, th^t he 
would forget himfelf, his wound, his con- 
fihemeht, his dihiier. 

In the fecond year niiy unde Tdby^ pur- 
chafed RamelU and Cataneoy tranflated 
3 from 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[21 ] 

from the Italian ; — likewife Stevinusy 
MaroliSy the Chevalier de Vilky Lorinij 
CocborUy Sbeeter^ the Count de Pagan^ 
thp Marfhal Vaubariy MonC Blondely with 
almoft as many more books of military 
architefture, as Don S^ixote was found 
to have of chivalry, when the curate and 
barber invaded his library. 

Towards the beginning of the third, 
year, which was in Augufiy ninety-nine, 
my uncle "Toby found it neceflary to un- 
derstand a little of projeftiles ; — And ha-. 
ving judged it beft to draw his know* 
ledge from the fountain-head, he began, 
with N. Tartaglia^ who it feems was the 
firft man who detefted th^ iqipofitiQn of 
a canon-ball's doing all that mifchief 
under the notion of a right line. — This. 
JV". Tartaglia proved to my uncle Taby to> 
be an impofiible thing.. 

B 4v — Endlpfs-. 
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Endlcfs is the Search of 



Truth! 



No fooner was my uncle Toiy fatisflcd 
which road the cannon-ball did not go, 
but he was infenfibly led on, and rcfolved 
in his mind to enquire and find out 
which road the ball did go : For which 
purpofe he was obliged to fet oflF afrefh 
with old Maitus^ and fhidied him devout- 
ly. — He proceeded next to GaUileo and 
TorricelUuSy wherein, by certain geome- 
trical rules, infallibly Idddown, he found 
the prcdfe path to be a Parabola,^ — or 
elfe an Hyperbola, — ^and that the pa- 
rameter, or latus rtSum^ of the conic lec- 
tion of the laid path, was to the quantity 
and amplitlKle in a direft ratio^ as the 
whole line to the fine of double the angle 
of incidence, form'd by the breech upon 
an hprizontal plane j— and that the femi- 

parameter. 
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parameter, ftop ! my dear uncle 

^oby^ — ftop ! — go not one foot ftjrthcr 
into this thorny and bewildered track, — 
intricate are the fteps ! intricate are the 
mafes of this labyrinth ! intricate are the 
troubles which thepurfuitof this bewitch- 
ing phantom. Knowledge, will bring 
upon thee. — O my uncle! fly— fly — 
fly from it as from a ferpent. — Is it fit, 
good-natured man ! thou Ihould'ft fit up, 
with the wound upon thy groin, whole 
nights baking thy blood with hedtic 
watchings ? — Alas ! 'twill exafperate thy 
fymptoms, — check thy pcrfpirations, — 
evaporate thy^ fpirits, — wafl:e thy animal 
ftrength,~dry up thy radical moifturc, 
—bring thee into a coftive habit of body, 
impair thy health,-^and haften all the 
infirmities of thy old age. — O my uncle I 
my uncle ^objl 

C H AT. 
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CHAP. IV. 

I Would not give a groat for that man's 
knowledge in pen-craft, who does not 
underftand this, — That the beft plain 
narrative in the world, tack'd very clofe 
to the laft fpirited apoftrophe to my un- 
cle T'^i^j, — would have felt both cold and 
vapid upon the reader's palate j — there- 
fore I forthwith put an end to the chap- 
ter, — though I was in. the middle of my 

j, — Writers of my flamp have 

one principle in common with painters. — 
Where an exaft copying makes our 
piftures lefs ftriking, we choofe the lefs 
evil ; deeming it even more pardonable 
to trefpafs againft truth, than beauty. — 
This is to be underftood cum grano falis ; 
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but be It as it will, — as the parallel ii 
made more for the fake of letting the 
apoftrophe cool, than any thing elfe,— ^ 
'tis riot very material whether upon anj^ 
other fcore the reader approves of it o* 
not. 

In the latter end of the third year, my 
imcle Tdby perceiving that the parameter 
and femi-parameter of the conic fedlion^ 
angered his wound, he left off the ftudy 
of pfojecStile's in a kbd of a huff, and 
betook himfelf to the praftical part of 
fortification only ; the pleafure of which,^ 
like a fpring held back, returned upon 
him with redoubled force./ 

It was in this year that my uncle be- 
gan to break in upon the daily regularity 

of a clean fhirt, to difmifs his barbei* 

unfiiaven,-^— and to allow his furgeon 

fcarce 
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fcarce time fufEcient to drefs his wound, 
concerning himfelf fo little about it, as 
not to aik him once in feven times dref- 
fing how it went on : When, lo ! —all of 
a fudden, for the change was as quick as 
lightening, he began to figh heavily for 
his recovery, — complained to my father, 
grew impatient with the furgeon ; — and 
one morning as he heard his foot com- 
ing up flairs, he fhut up his books, and 
thruft afide his inflruments, in order to 
cxpofhilate with him upon the protrac- 
tion of his cure, which, he told him, 
might furcly have been accomplilhed af 
leafl by that time : — He dwelt long upon 
the miferies he had undergone, and the 
forrows of his four years melancholy 
imprifonment ; — adding, that had it not 
been for the kind looks, and fraternal 
chearings of the befl of. brothers, — he 
had long fince funk under his misfor- 
tunes.— 
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tunes. — My father was by : My undi 
y^^'s eloquence brought tears into his 
eyes 5 — 'twas unexpefted.— My uncle 
Taiy^ by nature, was not eloquent ;— 
it had the greater effed. — The furgeon 
was confounded ; — not that there wanted 
grounds for fuch, or greater, marks of 
impatience, — but 'twas unexpe6bed too ; 
in the four years he had attended him, 
he had never feen any thing like it in 
my uncleToby^s carriage ; — he had never 
once dropped one fretful or difcontented 
word; — he ha4 been all patience, — all 
fubmifiion. 

—We lofe the right of complaining 
fometimes by forbearing it ;'— -but we 
oftncr treble the force :— The furgeon 
was aftontflied; — but much more fa,^ 
when he heard my uncle Jl^i^j go on, and' 
peremptorily. infift upon his healing up. 

the 
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iht wound dirc6tiy, . ■ or fending for 
Monfieur Ronjat^ the King's Serjeant-^ 
Surgeon, to do It for him. 

. The defire of life and health is im- 
planted in man's nature 5 — the love of 
liberty and enlargement is a fifter-paflion 
to it : Thefe my uncle "Toby had in com- 
mon with his fpecies ; — and either of 
thetp had been fufficient to account for 
his eameft defire xo get well and out of 
doors ; — but I have told you before that 
nothing wrought with our family after 
the common way •,— and fron> th^ time 
and manner in which this eager defire 
fliew'd itlelf in thfe prefent cafe, the pe- 
netrating' reader will fufpeA there was 
fome other caufe or crotchet for it in my 
uncle Toby^s head : — There was fo, and 
'tis the fubje6t of the next chaptw to fee 
forth what that caufe and crotchet was. 

I 
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i own, ^heft that's done, 'twUl be time 
to return back to the pardour fire-fide, 
where we left my uncle Toby in the mid-^ 
die of his fcntence. 



C H A P. V. 

WHEN a mah gives himfelf i3p t0 
the government of a ruling pajf- 
fion, ■ ■ M ' o r, in other words, when hi$ 
Hobby- Horse grows head-llrong, -r- 
farewell cool reafon and fair difcretion ! 

' My uncle Toby^s wound was near well, 
and as jfbon as the furgeon recovered his 
furprize, and could get leave to fay as 
much — lie told him, 'twas juft beginning 
to incarnate; and that if no frelh cxfolia-r 
tion happened, which there was no figns 
of, — it would be di;ied up in five or fix 

weeks. 
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weeks. The found of as many olym- 
piads twelve hours before, would jiave 
conveyed an idea of fliorter duration to 
my uncle I'obf^ mind. — The fuccefllon 
of his ideas was now rapid, — he broil'd 
with impatience to put his defign in 
execution ;-^and fo, without confulting 
further with any foul living,— —which, 
by the bye, I think is right, when you 
are, predetermined to take no one foul's 
advice, — he privately ordened TWw, his 
man, to pack up a bundle of lint and 
dreifmgs, and hire a chariot and four to 
be at the door exaftly by twelve o'clock 
that day, when he knew my father would 
be upon 'Change. — So leading a bank- 
note upon the table for the furgeon's 
care of him, and a letter of tender thanks 
for his brother's, — he pack'd up his 
maps, his books of fortification, his in - 
ftrumcnts,,fifr.— and, by the help of a 
I crutch, 
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crutch on one fide, and 7'rim on the 
other,- . my uncle Toly embark*d for 
Shandy-Hall. 

: The reafon, or rather the rife, of this 
iudden demigration, was as follows : 

The table in ifty uncle T$bfs room,, 
and at which, the night before this 
change happened, he was fitting with his 
jnaps, (stc, about him, — being fomewhat 
.of the fmalleft, for that infinity of great 
and fmall inftruments of knowledge 
which ufually lay erotided upon it ; — he 
had the accident, in reaching over for 
hi» tobacco-box^ to throw down his com- 
pafies, and in ftooping to take the com- 
paifes up, with his fleeve he threw down 
his cafe of inftruments and fnuffers ; — 
and as the dice took a run againft him, 
in his endeavouring to catch the fnuffers- 
^ Vol. IL. C in; 
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-in falling, — he thruft Monficur Blondd 
off the table and Count, i^ Pagan o'top 
of him. 

'Twas to no purpofc for a man, lame 
as my uncle Tohy was, to think of redref- 
fing all thcfc evils by himfclf, — he rung 
his bell for his man 3r/V» '^-^Trim ! quoth 
my uncle Toby^ pri'thee fee wlmt- coBfu^ 
iion I have here been making. — I muft 
have fome better contrivance, Trim. — - 
Can'ft not thou take my nilc and mea- 
fure the length and breadlh of this tal^e, 
and then go and beipcak me one as big 
again? — ^Yes, an' pleafe your Honour, 
replioi Trimy making a bow, — but I 
hope your Honour will be .ibon well 
enough to get down toyour country feat, 
-where,— as your Honour takes fo much 
pleafure in fortification, we could ma- 
tiage this matter to a T. 

I 
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. ' 1 mufl: here inform' you, that this'fav 
vant of .niy tmcle Toiy% who went by 
the name of 2r/Vw, had been a Corporaji 

in my uncle's own company, his real 

-name ^as yahtes Butler^- — ^^but r having 
fgot the nick-name of 7H«i in the regi* 
ment, my uncle ^l^^jUnlefs when he hap- 
pened to be very angry with him, would 
never call him- by any other name, 

, The po6r fellow had been difabled 
for the fepvicei by a wound on his left 
knee by a muflcct-buUet, at the battle of 
Landen^ which was two years before the 
^airof JVi«»^r^,-*and as the fellow was 
well beloved m the raiment, and a 
handy feBow into the bargain, my uncle 
^oiytodk him for his fervant, and of ex- 
cellent ufe was he, attending piy uncle 
iToiy in the eamp.and in his quarters as 
valet, groom, barber, cook, fempfterj 
I C 2 and 
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and hurfe ; and indeed, ffom firft to laft, 
waited upon him and ferved him vrith 
great fidelity and aflfeftion. 

My unde I'oby loved the man in re- 
turn, and what attached him more to 
him ftill, was the fimiKtude of tteir 
knowledge: — For Corporal 9>/i»> (for 
fo, for the future, I fhall call him) by 
four years occafional attention to his 
Mafter*s difcourfe upon fortified towns, 
and the advantage of prying and peeping 
continually into his Mailer's plans, &?r. 
exclufive and t>efides what he gained 
HoBBy-HoR^iCALLy,asa body-fervantj 
Non Hobby- Horjleal per fe j had be- 
come no. mean proficient in the fcience j 
and was thought, by the cook and chamr 
ber-maid^ to know as much of the na-^ 
ture of ftrong-holds a^ my uncle 3>^ 
himfclf. 

1 
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1 have but one more ftrokc to give to 
finifli Corpovdl Trim's charader, — ^and it 
is the only dark line in it.-^The fellow 
lov'd to advife,— -or rather to hear him- 
felf talk 5 his carriage, however, was fo 
perfcftly refpcdhU 'twas eafy to keep 
him filent when you had him fo j but fet 
his tongue a-going, — you had no hold 
of him-,— -he was voluble^ — the eternal 
interlardings of your Honour^ with the 
refpeftfulnefs of Corporal Trim^s manner, 
interceding fo ftron'g in behalf of His 
elocution,^ — that tho' you might have 
been incommoded, — you could not well 
be angry. My uncle Toiy was feldom 
either the one or the other With him,-T- 
or, at leaft, this fault, in Trim, broke no 
fqUares with *em. My uncle Tohy, as 
r faid, loved the man ;-^and befidcs, as 
he ever looked upon a faithful fervant,— * 
but as a humble friend,— he could noc 
C 3 bear 
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bear to flop Ms mouth.— fSt«di was Cdr- 
poral Trim. 

If I durft prefume, continued TVw, 
t;o give your Honour fny advice> ai^d 
fpeak my opinion in this matter.— rXhou 
art welcome, Trimy quoth my uncle 
Toiy^ — ^fpeak, — fpeak what thou thinks 
upon the fubjeft, man, without fear. 
Why then, replied Trimy (not hanging 
his ears and fcratching his head lik^ a 
country lout, but) ftroking.his hair back 
from his forehead, and ftanding creft as 

before his divifion. 1 think, qupth 

Trim^ advancing his left, which was, his 
lam^ leg, a little forwards, — ^and point- 
ing with his right hand open towards a 
map pf Dunki^y which was pipn'd againft 
the hangings,*^ — I think, quoth Corporal 
Trim^ with i^umblc fubmifiion to your 
Honour*s better judgmeat,--that thefe 

ravelins, 
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ravelins^ baftions, eurtkis, and horn- 
^orks make but a poor, contemptible, 
fiddle faddle piece of work of it here 
upon paper, compared to what your Ho- 
nour and I could make of it, were we in 
the country by ourfelves, and had but a 
rood, or a rood and a half of ground to 
do what we pkafed with : As fummer is 
coniing on, continued 7>/V», your Ho- 
iKHJr might fit out of doors, and give me 
the nography — —(call it ichnography, 
quoth my uncle) — of the town or cita- 
del, your Honour was pleafed to fit down- 
before,— and I will be (hot by your Ho- 
nour upon the glacis of it, if I did not 
fortify it to your Honour's mind, — I dare 
iay rfiou wbuld*ft,5rn>w, quoth my uncle, 
—-For if your Honour, continued the 
Corpora], could- but mark me the poly- 
gon, with its exa£t lines and angles. — •— 
That I could da rcry well, qudth my 

C 4 uncle. 
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uncle— I would b^n wid) tl^c fofsc^ 
and if your JHpnour.cpyld tell me die 
proper depth and breadth, — I can to a 
hair's breadth, Trim^ replied my uncle,-ri-^ 
I would throw out the earth upon this 
hand towards the town for the (carp, — : 
and on that hand mwards th^ cainpa^n 
for the counterfcarp. — Very right, Trim ; 
quoth my uncle Toiy. — ^And when I bad 
floped th^m to your mind,— an* pleaie 
your Honour, I would face the glaqis, as? 
the finefl fortifications are done in FiaH^ 
d^rsy with fods, — and as yoyr Honpvn 
)cnow$ they Ihould be,— and I wwkl 
make the walls and parapets ytiti^ &ds 
too >— The bcft engineers call the^m ga- 
zons, Trimj faid my uncfc Toly ;•— Wlw 
thef they are gazonsor fods, i£r not mwilx 
matter^repjied Trim^ your |ionour knows 
they are.tq>,tij^^ beyond a, faci«^either 
of brick or [ftone ; 1 know they are^ 
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frimi in ioxnc^pt6ksj — quoth myyrtcle 
^oiy^ nodding Ws head *, — ^for a cannon* 
ball enters into the gazon right onwards, 
without brining any robbifh down with 
it, which might fill the fofse, (as was the 
cafe at 5/. Nicolmh Gate) and facilitate 
the paflage ever it. 

Your Honour underftands thefc mat- 
ters, replied Corporal Trim^ better than 
•any officer in his Majefty's fervice ;— — 
but wMld your Honour pleafe to let the 
^belpeaking of the table alone, and let us 
ibuc go into ^he country, I would work 
under your Honour's diredions like a 
horfe, and make fortifications for you 
fomeching Kke a tanfy, with all their 
battories, faps, ditches, and palifadoes, 
«that it ftould be worth aH the world'* 
•riding twenty miles to go and ^ k. 

My 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



' My unck ^oiy bluflied as red as fcar- 
fet as Trim went on ; — but it was not a 
bluQi T)f guHt,— of modefty,— ^or of an* 
ger ; — it was a biufh of joy •,■ — he was 
fired with Corporal SnWs projea and 
defcription. — "Trim ! faid my uncle Toiyy 
thou haft faid enough,-r-.Wc might be-; 
gin the campaign, contmued Trim, on 
the very day that his Majefty and the 
Allies take the field, and deaioliih them* 
town by town as faft as Trimy quotk 
my uncle Tcby^ fay no moree-^Your Ho* 
nour, continued Trimy might fit in your 
arm-chair (pointing to it) this fine 
weather, giving me your orders, and I 

would Say no more, Trim, quoth my 

Uncle 7V^.-— Befides, your Honour 
would get not only pleafure and good 
paftime, — but good air, and goodcxcr- 
cife, 3nd good hcalth,-^aikl your-Ho-* 
nour's wound would be well in a month. 

Thou 
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Thou haft iaid enough, ffViw,-— quoth 
my uf^Toly (putting bis hand into 
his iM-eecheSfpocket)— I like thy projefl: 
mightily ;~And if your Honour pleaies, 
J% this moment, go and buy a pioneer's 
fpacfc to take down with us, and Fll be- 
fpeakafhovel and a pick-ax, and a couple 
p f « '■ ■ Say no more, 3lri«r, quoth my 
uncle 21?^, leaping up upon one leg, 
quite overcome with rapture, — and 
thrufting a guinea into Trim's hand,— — 
?>/i», faid my uncle Sn?^, fay no more ;— ^ 
but go down, Trimy this moment, my 
lad, and bring up my fupper this in- 
ftant. 

3rsm ran down and brought up his 
M«fter's fupper^— to no purpofe : — ^ 
Trim^s phn of . operation ran fo in my 
unde ffo^^s head, he could iiot tafte 
it.'^f rimj quctth my uncle T^^^y get me 

to 
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to-bedi — ^*twas all one.— Corporal friw*! 
ikfcription had fired his imaginarion,-^ 
xny uncle Toby could not fhut his eycs.*^-^ 
The more he confider*d it, the more be-^ 
witching the fcene appeared to him ;— 
i^ that, two fiill hours before day-light, 
he had come to a final cfcterminatioft, 
and had concerted the whole plan of his 
and Corporal fW/»'s decampment* 

My uncle T!ohy had a little neat coutt- 
try-houfe of his own, in the village where 
oiy father's eftate lay at Shandy^ which 
had been left him by an old uncle, 
with a fmall eftate of about one hundlred 
pounds a year. Behind this houfe, and 
contiguous JO it, was a kitchen-garden 
of about half an acre ; — and at the bot- 
tom of the garden, and cut off frotn it 
by a tall yew hedge, was a bowling- 
green, containing juft about as much 
3 ground 
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ground as Corporal 3>i» wiflied for ;-- 
fo that as Trim uttered th^ words, " A 
rood and a half of groufid to do whap 
they would ^with :"' ■ this identical 
bowling-green inftantly prefented itfelf, 
and became corioufly paintjed, alt at once^ 
upon the retina of my uncle Ti^'s fancy ^ 
■which was the phyfical caufe of 
making him change colour, or at leaftt 
of heightening his blufh tx) that immo- 
derate degree I ^ke of*. 

Never did lover poft down to a bcIov.y 
miftrefs with more heat and expeftation, 
than my uncle Toly did, to enjoy this 
felf-fame thing m private ; — I fay in pri- 

vatei^ for k was fhekered from the 

houie, as I told you, by a tall yew hedge, 
and was covered on the other three fides, 
from mortal fight, by rough holly and 
diickfct flowering ihrubs J— -fo that <he 

idea 
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ide^ of not being fecA, did not a linfe 

contribute to the idea of pleafure pfe- 
conceived in my uncle Toby*% mind, — 
Vain thought ! however thick it w^s 
planted about, ■ or private foever k 
might feem, — to think, dear uncle Toby^ 
of enjoying a thing which took up a 
whole rood and a half of ground, — and 
iiot have it known ! 

How my uncle Toby and Corporal Trim 
managed this matter, — with the hiftory 
jbf their campaigns, which 'were ao way 
barren of events,— may mak^ no umn*- 
tereiHng under-plot in the epitafis and 
working up of this drama.-— Ac prefent 
the fcene muft drop, — and change for 
the parbur fire-fide. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 



— ' — — ^What caa they be doing, 
-brother ? (aid my father. — I think, rcr 
plied my uncle Tobyy — taking, as J told 
you, his pipe from his mouth, and ftrik- 
ing the aihes out of it as he began liis 
fcntence y — I think, replied hey— it would 
not be amifs, brother^ if we rung the 
belL 

Pray, wbat> all that racket over our 
he^dSrOMfob? — quoth my father;— 
my brother and I can fcarce hear purr 
fclve> fpcalu 

Sir, anfwePd Obadiah inaking a ^bp\y 
towards his left-^ioulder, — my Miftreft 
is taken very badly % — and where's Sut 
fannah running down the garden ;thcre» 

I as 
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as if they were going ta ravifli her ?— — 
Sity fhe is ronning die ihoitefl cut inta 
the town, replied Obadiab^ to fetch the 
^Id midwife.—— — Then faddle a horfe, 
quoth my father, and do you go direft- 
ly for Dr. Slop^ the man-midwife, with 
all our fervices, — and let him know your 
Miftrefs is fallen into labour, — aiid that 
1 defire he will return with you with alL 
fpeed. 

It is very ftrange, fays my father, ad- 
dreffing himfelf to my uncle Toby^ as 
Obadtab fhut the door^— as thire is {q 
«xpen an operator as Dr.Slof k near — 
that my wife fliould perfift to the very 
laft in this pbilinate humour of hers, in 
trufting the life of my child, who has had 
one misfortune already, to the ignorance 
of an old wom^n ;«~ — and not only the 
life of my cWd, brotheiv— but her own. 

life,. 
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life, and with it the lives of all the chil- 
dren I might, peradventure, have begot 
out of her hereafter. 

Mayhap, brother, replied my uncle 
^oby^ my fitter does it to fave the ex- 
pence : — A pudding's end,— replied my 

father, the dodor muft be paid the 

feme for iqadion as aftion, — if not bet- 
ter, — =to keep him in temper. 



Then it can be out of no- 
thing in the whole world, quoth my 
uncle T^ohy^ in the fimplicity of his heart, 
; — but Modesty : — My filter, I dare 
fay, added he, does not care to let a 
man come fo near her * * * ♦• I will 
not fay whether my uncle ^oby had com- 
pleted the fentence or not ; ' ^ tis for 
his advantage to fuppofe he had, 
as, I think, he could have added no 
Vol. n. D One 
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One Word Vfhkh would have im- 
proved it. 

If, on the contrary, my uncle Toby had 
hot fully arrived at his period's end> — 
then the •world ftands indebted to the 
Hidden fnapping of my father's tobacco- 
ppc, for one of the neateft examples of 
that ornamental figure in oratory, whic|i 
Rhetoricians ftifc the Apojiopefis. — Juft 
heaven ! how docs the 'B^oco fiu and the 
Foco meno of the i/^/i^» artifts ; — the in- 
fcnfible MORE or less, determkie the 
precife line of beauty in the fcntence, as 
wcH as. in the ftatue ! Hotr do the flight 
touches of the chifel, the pencil, the pen,, 
the fiddle-ftick, et cMera^—^^vfft, the true 
fwell, which give the true pleafure ! — Q 
my countrymen t^ — be nice ^— be cau-^ 
tious of your language ;— ~and never^ 
O i never let it be forgotten upon what 

- fitiall 
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fniall particles your eloquence and your 
fame depend. 

-— •** My fiflrr, mayhap/* ^uotfi my 
uncle Toiyj " does not choofe to let a 
** man come lb near ber ♦ * ♦ *VMake 
this -daih, — 'tis an Apofiopeliir: — Take 

tine dafii away, and write Backjide^^ 

^tis fiawdy.-UScratdi Backfidc oijt, andi 
put Covtr^d-Kvag in^^th a Metaphor ;— 
and, I dare fay^ as fortificadon; ran fo. 
much in my uncle TVi^'s ihcdd, that if he 
had been left to have added one Word to» 
the fentence,— *<hat word was it./ 

But whether that was the cafe or not: 
the cafe ; — or whether the fnapping of* 
«y father's tobacco- pipe Hb critically,, 
happened thro* accident or anger,: — wiUi 
ile ^ea in due time. 

©2. CHAR. 
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CHAP. VII. 

TH O* my father was a good natural 
philofophcr,^— — yet he was fomc-*' 
thing of a moral philoibpher too ; for 
which rcafon, when his tobacco-pipe 
fnapp*d ftiort in the middle,-—— he had 
nothing to do, — as fuch, — ^but to have 
taken hold of the two pieces, and thrown 
them gently upon the back of the fire- 
He did no fuch thing ; — he threw them 
with all the violence in the world ;— and, 
to give the a£bion ftill more emphafis, — 
he ftarted up upon both his legs to 
do it. 

This looked fomething like heat v— — 
and the manner of his reply to what 
my uncle Toly was faying, prov'd k 
was fp. 

" Not 
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' -^ " Not choofe,'* quoth my father, 
repeating my uncle Toiy^s words) " to let 
*' a man come fo ne^r her." By hea- 
ven, brother Toly ! you would try the 
patience of a Jcb ;— ^and I think I hav« 
the plagues of one already, without it. 
^ — Why ?— Where ?-^Whcrein ?-^--. 
"Wherefore ?— Upon what account, rc^ 
plied my uncle Teiy, in the utmoft afto- 
fMihrnent.— — •To think, faid my father, 
of a man living to your age, brother, 
and knowing fo little about womert !-^ 
I know nothing at all about them, — re^ 
plied my uncltTdiy-y and I think, con- 
tinued he, - that the fhock I received the 
yeai* after the demolition ti Dunkirk^ in 
my affair with widow Wadman ;-^which 
fhock you know I (hould not have re- 
ceived, %M from my total igrtofdnce of 
tfetffex*,— ha& given me juft caufe to fay, 
Tkat I neither kiiow, nor do pretend to 
^ D 3 know> 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[5»] 

know, any thing about 'em, or their 
concerns either. ~*^M^hink$, brother, 
replied my father, you might, at leaft, 
know fo much as the right end of a 
woman from the wroqg. 

It is faid in ArtfiotW^ Mafier-^Pii^e^ 
" That when a, man doth think of any 
" thing which is paft, — he lookcth dowa 
** upon the ground j-i-but that when he 
*' thinketh of fomething which is to comCy 
'* he Jooketh up towards the heavens,** 

My uncle toby^ I fuppofe, thought of 
neither, — ^for he look'd horizontally. — 
Hight end,T— quoth my uncle tofrfy mut- 
tering the two words low to himfcif, and 
fixing his two eyes infcnfibly as he mut- 
tered them$ upon a fmall crevice, form'd. 
by a bad joint in the chimney-piece.—* 
Right end of a woman !— — I declare, 

' quoth 
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qiioth my uncle,, I know no more whkh 
it is> than the man in the moon )— -and if 
I was to think, continued my uncle 71^ 
(keeping his eye dill 6x'd upon the ba4 
joint) this month together^ I am fure I 
fhould not be able to find it out* 

Then brother Tpiy, replied my father, 
I will tell you. 

Every thing in this world, continued, 
my father (filling ^ frefii pipe) — every, 
thing in this earthly world, my dear bro ^ 
tber 7i?^, has two liandles.— Not always,, 
quoth my uncle Toky.-^At leaft, replied, 
my fether, every one has two hands,— =• 
which comes to the feme thing.— Now^ 
if a man was to fit down cooly« and coo;^ 
fider within himlelf the make^ the ihape^ 
the conftruilion, com-at-ability, ^ con- 
venience of all the parts which conftitute 
D 4 the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 54 1 

the whole of that animal, caird Woman, 
and compare them analogically. — I never 
underftood rightly the meaning of that 
word,— quoth my uncle Toby. 
Analogy, replied my father, is the cer- 
tain relation and agreement, which dif- 
ferent — Here a devil of a rap at the door 
fiiapp'd my father's definition (like his 
tobacco pipe) in two, — and, at the fame 
time, crulhed the head of as notable and 
curious a diflertation as ever was engen- 
dered in the womb of (peculation; — it 
was fome months before my father could 
get an opportunity to be fafely delivered 
of it : — And, at this hour, it \z a thing 
full as problematical as the fubjeft of the 
diflertation itfelf, — (confidering the con- 
fufion and diftrefles of our domeftic mif- 
adventures, which are now coming thick 
one upon the back of another) whether 

I 
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I (hall be able to find a place for it in: 
the third volume or not. 



CHAP. VIII. 

IT is about an hour and a half's tole- 
rable good reading fince my uncle 
Toly rung the bell, when Obadiah was 
ordered to Ikddle a horfe, and go for 
Dr. Slop the man-midwife -y — fo that no 
one can fay, with reafon, that I have not 
allowed Obadiah time enough, poetically 
fpeaking, and confidering the emergency 

too, both to go and come; thoV 

morally and truly fpeaking, the man^ 
perhaps, has fcarce had time to get on 
hip boots. 

If the hypercritic will go upon this ; 
and is refolved after all to take a pen- 
dulum. 
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ilulani, and nicafUrc the tm^ dUlbulice 
betwixt the lingipg of the l)el), and thq 
rap at the door -, — and, after finding ic 
to be no more than two minutes, thirteen 
feconds, and three fifths,-*— fliould take 
upon him to infult over me for fuch a 
breach in the uiiitjr, or rather piobabilitji, 
of time; — I would tcmind him, that the 
idea of duration and of its (implc mod^, 
b got merely fiom the train aod fiicccf- 
fion of our ideas, — and is the true fcbo- 
laftic pendulum, — —and by i/^tch, a& a 
fcholar, I will be tried in this matter,—* 
abjuring and detefting the jurifiiidioa of 
all other pendulums whatever. 

I would, therefore, defire him to con- 
fider that it is but poor eight mika fituiv 
Shandy-Hall to Dr. Slopy the man mid- 
vife^s houfe ; — and that whilft Oiadiab 
has been going thole faid miles and back^ 

I 
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X haw Vfo^i^t my uncle Tifiy from Na- 
mur^ qui^ a<^rofs all Flanders^ into Evg^ 
land C'-^Tk^xl have had him ill ypoa my 
}iand$ pear four years i-^and have fincc 
travelled Mm and Corporal Trim^ in a 
chariot and four, a journey of near two 
hundred nj^ikp down into 3^<?r/t/2>/y^ ;— aU 
which pw tpgether, n^uft have prepare4 
th^ reader's im^ination for the entrance^ 
of Dr. •S&/ >ipon the fl:ag^,~as much, a( 
leaft (I hope) as a dance, a fong, <^ n 
concerto between the afts. 

If my hypercritic is ii^trai^able, — al-{ 
iedging, that two minutes and thirteen 
ieconds are no more than two minutes 
<ind thirteen fecondsj—w^ei^ I have faid 
all I can about them ;— and that this 
plea, tho' it might iave im dramatically^ 
Will d^unn me biographically, rendering 
tny book, from this rtrf moment, a. pro-. 

fefs'd 
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book apocryphal : If I am thus pref- 

fed. — I then put an end to the whole 
objeftion and controvcrfy about it aJI at 
once, — by acquainting hnn, that Ohadiab 
had not got above threefcorc yards from 
the ftable-yard before he met with Dr. 
Slop ; — and indeed he gave a dirty prorf 
that he had met with him, — and was 
within an ace of giving a tragical one 
^o. 

Imagine to yourfelf ; — but this had 
better begin- a new chapter. 



C H AP. ix: 

IMagiiteto yourfelf a iicrfc, fqaati> iin- 
" t:oiMtly figure of a Dbaor%>,^ of 
about four ftet and a half {ierp^ditti^i- 
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height, with a breadth of back, and a 
fisfquipcdality of belly, which might have 
done honour to a ierjeant in the horfe*- 
guards. 

Such were the out- lines of Dr, 5/^*« 
figure, which, — if you have read /fo- 
gartVs analyfis of beauty, and if you have 
not, I wi(h you would •, — you muft know, 
may as certainly be caracatur'd, and conr 
vey*d to the mind by three ftrokcs as 
three hundred. . 

Imagine fuch a one, — for fach, I fay, 
were the out-lines of Dr. Slopes figure, 
coming flowljr along, foot by foot, wad- 
dling thro* the dirt upon the vertebrse 
©f a little diminutive pony,-M)f a pretty 
colour; — but of ftrength,— alack !—— 
icarce able to have made an amble of it, 
binder &ch a fardel, had the roads been 
I in 
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in aa ainbling condition. — ^Thcjr were 
jiot.—— Imagine to yourfel^ O^oifftfA 
4Qiouikted upon a fliong monftei- of sl 
coach*horfe, prickM into a full gallops 
and making all prafticable fpeed the ad- 
wrfc wajk. 

Pray, Sic, kt me ihtcaft yoaa. mo^' 
mat iA this defer iption*. 

Had Dr. Sl^ beheld Oiadkb a mile 
eff, polling in a narrow lane diredly to-* 
wards, himyat that monftrous ratg, 
^^lafhing and plunging like a devil: thro* 
thick and thin, as he approached, 'would. 
not fiicha iditenomenon,.w|th fiifch a vor^^ 
mx of nrmd and water moving alCAg with 
k, round 'its axis,-^ave been a fibjecflr 
©f-j«ftar apprehenfibn to Df . ^/(?;pr- ih his. 
Jfituation,' thaflpthc «r^f^ of Whtfion^^to^ 
lUftsBi-Tt fjfJ^notMng^of tfit Jt.ucL-Eus i 

that 
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that is, of C^adiak and the coach-horie.. 
'la my idea, the vortex| altmc of 
'em was tiK>ugh to have involved and 
carried, if rtot the doilpr, at leaft the 
do£fcor*s pony quite away with it. What 
then do you think n*uft the terror and 
hydrophobia of Dr* Shp have been» when 
you read (which yow arc jiift gping to 
do) that he was advancing thus warily 
^long towards Shandy-Hali^ and had apr 
proach'd to within fixty yards of it, and 
withift fivie yards of a fudden twn^ nJiadr 
by an acute angle of the garden wajl^ 
—and in the dirtiefl: part of a dirty Jane, 
r — 'When OiadiaB and his r cp^h^hof^ 
torn'd the. corner^ rapid, fttripus/r— pqp^ 
•^uU upoa t^ml-T-Nothingb r thinjc, 
IB natuise, caabe fuppofedi nv)fe terrible, 
than^ ftfch/a Rjeacounter,— fo. i?K^ipiflpt [ 
fo ai pi4)aE^ to Jftand the, iho?k of ^it a? 

Dr.^'Was.! ^ •• ^ • , :> - j a>J :v ...At. 

What 

3^ 
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What could Dr. Slop do ?— He crofs'd 
Jiimfclf + — ■ Pugh ! — but the doftor, 
5ir, was a Papift. — No matter ; he had 
better have kept hold of the pummel. 
He had fo ; — nay, as it happened, he had 
better have done nothing at all ; — for in 
crofling himfelf he let go his whip,— • 
and in attempting to fave his whip be- 
twixt his knee and his faddle's ikirt, as 
it flipped, he loft his ftirrup, — in lofing 
which, he loft his feat ; — and in the 
multitude of all thefe loffes (Which, by 
t»!ie bye, (hews what little advantage 
there is in crofling) the unfortunate doc- 
tor loft his prefence of mind. So that, 
without waiting for Obadiah^s onfet, he 
left his pony to its deftiny, tumbling off 
it diagonally, fomething in the ftile and 
manner of a pack of wool, and without 
any other confequence from the fall, fave 
that of being left (as it would have been) 

with 
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With the broadeft part of him funk about 
twelve inches deep in the mire. 

'Qkfidiab puird pff his cap twice to I>r. 
Si^iTTT-rQnc^ as he was falling,— and 
then %gm whe^he faw him felted.— UK 

timed coippjaifance ! had not the fel?- 

JpW ^ter have ^Qpp'd b|s hprfe, and gott 
§>ff ?nd helpM him ? — —Sir, he did all 
that }m fitMaition iiypyjd lallpw ; — ^but the 
Mo^HJ^TUM 0^ tt\e cp^ch-horfe \^a;$ fy 
^eat, thait O^/fdiak could not 4o it all at 
cince vr-rrrhe rode in a circle three times 
xopnd Dr* Slppy before he c;puld ^lly ac- 
xompliih it any hqw ir— and at %h^ .laJl, 
when he did. ij»p his beaft> *tw^ done 
jyith foch an explpfioa pf mud, that 0^<f- 
Jhb h^d bet;;er have been a league off. 
.In fhprt, never was a Dr. 5/ipp fo bcluted, 
.and fo tratxfubftantiated^ fince that affair 
C40ac imp ^(hign. -^.^ 

Vol. 11. E CHAP. 
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C HAP. X- 

WHEN Dr. Slop entered the back- 
parlour, where my father and my 
uncle Toby were difcourfing upon the na- 
ture of women, it was hard to deter- 

mi/ie whether Dr. Slopes figure, or Dr. 
Slop\ prefence, occafioned more furprizc 
to them ; for as the accident happened fo 
near the houfe, as not to make it worth 
while for Obadiah to remount him,— 
Obadiab had led him in as he was, «»- 
wfpedy unappoinied^ unanealedj with Ml his 
ftains and blotches on him. He 

ftood like Hamlefs ghoft, mbtionlels and 
fpeechlefs, for a full minute and a half, 
at the parlour door (Obadiah ftill hold^ 
ing his hand) with all the majefty of mud. 
His hinder parts, upon which he had re- 
ceived his fall, totally befnuear'd,— and 

in 
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in tvcry other part of him, blotched over 
in fuch a manner with Obadiah^s explo- 
fk)n, that you would have fworn (with- 
out mental refervation) that every grain 
of it had taken effedt. 

Here was a fair opportunity for niy 
uncle Toby to have triumph'd over my 
father in his turn ;- — for no mortal, who 
had beheld Dr. Slop in that pickle,* could 
have diflented from fo much, at leaft, of 
my uncle ^oby^^ opinion, " That may- 
*' hap his fitter might not care to let 
^\ fuch a Dr. Slop come fo near her 
"****" But it was the ylrgu- 
snentum ad hominem ; and if my uncle 
Toby was not very expert at ir, you may 
think, he might not care to ufe it.^— 
No; the reafon was, — 'twas not his na- 
ture to infult. 

E 2 Dr. 
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Dr. Skfp*^ prefence, at that time, was 
no lefs problematical than the mode of 
it ; tho', it is certain, one moment's re- 
flcftion in my fethcr might have folved 
it ; for he had apprized Dr. Slop »but the 
week before, that my mother was at her 
full reckoning; and as the doAor had 
heard nothing fince, 'twas natural and 
very political too in him, to have taken 
a ride to Sban^-Hall^ as he did, merely 
to fee how matters went on. 

But my father's mind took unfortu- 
nately a wrong turn in the inveftigatiofi ; 
running, like the hypercritic's, altogether 
upon the ringing of the bell and the 
rap upon the door, — meafuring their di- 
ftance, — and keeping his mind fo intent 
upon the operation, as to have power to 
think of nothing elfe, — common-place 
infirmity of the greateft mathematicians ! 

work- 
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^^^t^lemg vrkh might and main at the de- 
monftration, and fo wafting all their 
ftrength upon it, that they have none 
ieft in them to daw the c(^t>llary, to 4b 
good with. 

Tlje Ringing of the bcU aad the r^ 
tipon the door, fbiKrk likewife ftrong 
iipon the fcnfociuni of my uuple 'Tekjt'i'-r 
but it excited a vety diflfereiu: train of 
thoughts i— the twp irrcconcikaWe pul- 
iatioQS inftantly brought St^vinus^ th^ 
gr^ac engineer^ » along with them, into 
my uncle foby^s mind : — What bufinef? 
Stevinus had in this affair, — is the greateft 
problem of all-, — it fhall be folved>-r 
but not in the next chapter. 



E 3 CHAR 
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CHAP. XI^ 

WRiting, when properly managed, 
(as you may be fure I think mine 
is) is but a different name for converfa^ 
cion : As no one, who knows what he is 
about in good company, would venture 
to talk all ; — fo no author, who under- 
ftands the juft boundaries of decorum 
and good breeding, would prefume to 
think all : The trueft relpeft which you 
can pay to the reader's underftanding, is 
to halve this matter amicably, and leave 
him ibmething to imagine, in his turn, 
as well as yourfelf. 

For my own part, I am eternally pay- 
ing him compliments of this kind, and 
do all that lies in my power to keep his. 
imagination as bufy as toy own. 

•Tis 
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'Tis his turn now ; — I have given an 
ample defcription of Dr. Slop\s fad over- 
throw, and of his fad appearance in the 
back parlour ; his imagination muft 
now go on with it for a while. 

Let the reader imagine then, that Dr. 
Slap has told his tale -, — and in what 
words, and with what aggravations his 
fancy choofes:—— ^Let him fuppofe, that 
Qbadiab has told hi&tale alfo, and with 
fuch rueful looks of affefted conccrni- 
as he thinks, will ht^ contraft the two 
figures as they (land by each other :, — 
Let him imagine, that my father has. 
ftepp*d «p ftairs to fee my mother : — 
And, to conclude this work, of imagina- 
tion, — let him imagine the do<5loRwa(h'd,. 

rubbM down, condoled with, — 

felicitated, — got into a pair of OiadiaFs. 

pumps^ ftepping forwards, towards the- 

E 4^ door^ 
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door^ upon the vety JxJiiit of entring 
upon adtion. 

Truce! — truce, good Dr. 5/(b^ /— ftay 
thy obftetric hand ; — return it fafe iht6 
thy bofom to keep it warm ; — little doft 
thou know what obftacles; — little doft 
thou think what hidden caufes retard its 
operation! — Haft thou^ Dr. 5/e?/)^— haft 
thou been intrufted with the fecret ar- 
ticles of this folemn treaty which has 
brought thee into this place ? — Art thou 
awane that, at this inftant> a daughter of 
LuciHa i3 put obftetiically over thy head ? 
Alas! 'tis too true,-^Befides, great fon 

of Pilumnus ! what canft thou do ? 

Thou haft come forth ^narm'd ;— thou 
haft left thy Sire the^ — thy new-invented 
fvrcips^ — thy crotchety — thy fquirt^ and 
all tl^y inftruments of falvation and deli- 

verar.ce behind thee. — = jBy heaven ! 

at 
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at this mom e n t they are hanging up in a 
gre^ bays bag, betwixt thy two piftolsi 
at thy bed^s head ! — Ring ;— call ;— ^nd 
Oiadiab back upon the coach-horfe to 
bring them with all Ipeed. 

— Make gf^t hafte, Obadiab^ quoth 
my ftther, and Til give thee a crown ;— ^ 
andj quc^h my uncle Toby^ FU give him 
another. 



CHAP. XII. 



YOUR fudden and unexpeded ar- 
rival, quoth my uncle Toby^ adr 
^rcfling himfelf to Dr. Shp (all three of 
them fitting down to the fire together^ 
as my uncle Toby began to fpeak) — ^in^ 
ftantly brought the great Slevinus into 
«ny head, who, you muft know, is a fe- 

voiu*itc 
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-▼odrite author with me. » ■ Thets 

;wlded my father, making ufe of the ar- 
gument -^i Crumenamy -— I will lay 
4wenty guineas to a fingle crown piece, 
(which will ferve ta give away to Oba- 
diab when he gets back) that this fame 
Stevinus was fome engineer or other, — 
XX has wrote fomething or other, cither 
direftly or indiredUy, upon the fcience of 
fortification. 

He has fo, — replied my uncle Toby. — 
I knew it,r^id my father 5 — tho*, for 
the foul of me, I cannot fee what kind 
of €CHine6tion there can be betwixt Dr. 
Slop's fudden coming, and a difcourfe 
upon fortification -, — yet I fear'd it.— - 
Talk of what we will, brother, — or let 
the ocxafion be never fo foreign or unfit 
for the {ubjed,— you are fure to bring 
it in: Iwould not, brother 3"^^, coa- 

tinued. 
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tinued my father,-^! declare I wouH^ 
not have my head fa full of curtins and 
hora-works.— — That, I dare fay, yo» 
would not, quoth Dr. Slop^ interrupting 
him, and laughing moO: immoderately at 
his pun. 

Dennis the cfitic could not deteft and 
abhor a pun, or the infinuation of a pun, 

more cordially than my father ; he 

would grow tefty upoa it at any tin^ ; — 
but to be broke in upon by one,, in a 
ierious difcourfe, was as bad, he would 
fay, as a fillip upon the nofe ; — he f»w 
no diflference. 

Sir, quoth my uncle faby^ addieffing 

himfelf to Dr. Slop^- the curtins my 

brother Shandy mentions here, have no- 
thing to do with bed-fteads J — ^^tho^> I 
know, Du Cange fays, " That bcd-tcuc- 

" taiUs^ 
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** tains, in ail probability, have taken 
** tteir h^ine from them/* — nor have 
the h6rrt-'^)rorks, he fpeaks of, any thing in 
the world fo<36 with the horn- works erf 
cuckoldom * — But the curtiny Sir, is the 
word we ufe in fortification, for that part 
of the wall or rampart which lies between 
*the tw6 b^ftions and join^ them. ■ -Be* 
iiegers feldom oflfer to carry on Adr at?- 
tacks direftly againft the cunin, few this 
reafon, becaOfe they are fy ^^ftW flanked. 
'(*Tis the cafe of other curtins, quoth Dr. 
Slcp^ laughing). However, continued my 
nncfeTt?^,co make them fure, we ge^ 
nerally chdofe to place ravelins befoit 
them, taking care only to extend them 
;beyond the fofse or ditch I'^The com- 
vmon racn^ who know very little of for- 
tificatkMi, confound the ravelin and the 
Jiatf-moon togcther^r^th®' they arc very 
different things v—not in their figure or 
/ "^ con- 
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*conflrti6Hbn, for we make thjcm cjcadly 
aliks in all poioiCs i — for they always con^ 
lift of two faces, making a ialient angle^ 
with the gorges, not ftr?Mght, Ijut in 
form of a crefcent. — Where then- lies the 
<iifierence ? (quoth my father, a little 
teftily.) — ^In their fituations, anfweied my 
4]ncle Tefy : — For when a ravelin, bro- 
ther, ftands before the curtin, it is a ra- 
velin ; and when a ravelin ftands bcfort 
a i>aftion, then the ravelin is not a rgye- 
lin;— »it is a half-moon ;*- .a half-mopfl 
likewife is a half-moon, and no more, H^ 
long as it ftands before its baf^n i-rbut 
was it to change place, and get before the 
curtin,— ^'twould be no longer a halft 
moon ; a half-moon, in that cafe, is not 
a half- moon •, — ^*tis no more than a rave^- 
lin. — I think, quoth my father, that the 
noble fcience of defence has its weak 
fidesj — as well as others^ 

—As] 



d by Google 



[76] 

^— ^As for the horrt-works (high ! ho ! 
figh'd my father) which, continued my 
uncle Toby^ my brother was fpeaking of, 
they are a very confiderable part of an 
outwork ; — they are called by the French 
engineers, Ouvrage a come^ and we gene- 
rally make them to cover fuch places ^ 
we fufpeft to be weaker than the reft •, — 
'tis formed by two epaulments or demi- 
baftions, — they are very pretty, and if 
you will take a walk, I'll engage to fhcw 

you one well worth your trouble. 1 

own, continued my uncle ^oby^ when we 
cmWn them, — they are much ftronger, 
but then they are very expenfive, and 
take up a great deal of ground ; fo that, 
in my opinion, they are moft of ufe to 
cover or defend the head of a camp ; 

otherwife the double tenaille By 

the mother who bore us! — -brother 
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Tvby^ quoth my father, not able to hold 
out any longer, — you would provoke a 
laint ; — here have you got us, I know not 
how, not -only foufe into the middJe of the 
old fubjeft again :— But fo full is yout 
head of thefe confounded works, that 
tho' my wife is this mooient in the pains 
of labour, — and you hear her. cry out, — 
yet nothing will ferve you but to carry 

off the man-mklwifc.- Accoucheur^ — ^ 

if you pleafe, quoth Dr. Slop. — With all 
my heart, replied my father, I don't care 
what they call you,— —but I wifli the 
'whole fdence of fortification, with all its 
inventors, at the devil ; — it has been the 
-death of thpufands,— — and it will be 
«nine, in the end. — I would not^I would 
fiot, brother To^ly^ haye my braids fo full 
of faps, mines, blipds,g^bio^s, paUfadoes, 
ravelins, half- moons, and fuch trum- 

I pery. 
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pcry, to b^ propmtor of iVi?«wr, ?nd of 
ill tbe towos in Flanders with it. 

My uncfc ?V^ was a man pattent of 
juries i-'Wiot from want of courage, -rr-I 
have told you in the fifth chapter of this 
lecond book, " That he was a man of 
^* courage :'*— And will add Jierc, that 
where jufl: occafions prefented) or called 
it forth, — 'I know no man under whofe 
arm I would fooner have taken iheker ; 
nor did this arife from any infeafibility 
or obtuicnefs of liis intclleftual parts ;-rr 
for he felt this infult of my father's as 
feelingly as a man could do j^r-tmt he 
was of a peaceful, placid naturey^^no 
jarring dement in it, "--all was mt:K'j& up 
fo kindly within him ; my uncl^?5^ 
had fcarce a heart to retaliatte^M6i|>te 
af'fly; ' ■ ^ --^:^*^^; 

■ *-Go 
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— Go — fays he, one day at dinner, to 
an over-grown one which had buzz*d 
about his nofe, and tormented him cruel- 
ly all dinner-time, — and which, after in- 
finite attempts, he had caught at laft^ as 
it flew by him •, — Pll not hurt thee, lays 
my uncle TV^j, rifing from his chair, and 
gmng a-crofs the room, with the fly in 

his hand, I'll not hurt a hair of thy 

head : — Go, fays he, lifting up the fafli, 
and opening his hand as he fpoke, to let 
it efcape i-^go poor devil, get thee gone, 
why fhould I hurt thee ? — This world 
furely is wide enough to hold both thee 
and me. 

, I was but ten years old wten this hap- 
pened;— -but whether it was> thai^ ^he 
aftion itfelf was more in unifon to my 
nerves at that age of pity, which inft|n|- 
ly fet my wliole frame into one vibration 
Vol. IL F ef 
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of moft pleafuriable fetifation ;• — or how 
far the manner and expfeflibn of it might 
go towards it; — or iii what degree^ or 
by what fecret magic,— a tone of voice 
and harmony of movement, attuned by 
mercy, might find a paflage to my heart, 
I know not ;^ — this I know, that the fcflbn 
of univerfal good-will then taught and 
imprinted by my uncle ^oby^ has never 
fince been worn out of my mind : And 
tho* I would not depreciate what the ftudy 
of the Liters bumaniores^ at the univeriky, 
have done for me in that refpedl, or dif^ 
credit the other helps of an expenfive edu- 
cation bellowed upon me, both atfiothe 
and abroad fince \ — yet I often thhik^hat 
I owe one half of my philanthrb{)y to 
that one accidental impreflion. 

tp' This is to ferve for parents and 
governors inftead of a whole volun\e 
6pon the fubjed:. ' 

1 
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Icoitkl not. give the reader this ftrokc 
in my uflGje3H?i%y'«,pi<aure, by the inftrii- 
ment with which I drew the other parts 
of iti-^— that, taking in no more than 
the. ip^re Hqbby-Hors|cal lik^nefc •, 

• -this: is a part of his moral charafter;. 

My father, in this patient endurance of 
wrongs, which I mention, was very.dif- 
fei:€nt, as the reader muft long ago hav/e 
not^; he had a much mort, acute .and 
quipl^ fenfibility of nature, attended with 
a little forenefs of temper j tho' this 
never tranfported him to any thing which 

looked like malignancy ; yet, in the 

little rubs and vexations of life, 'twas 
apt ^o fliew itfelf in a drollifh and witty 
kind of peevifbnefs :-^-i — He was, howr 
ever, frank and generous in his nature y 
I at all times open to conviftion ; 
andr in thc^ little ebullitions of this fwtr- 
acid humour towards others, : but ' partin 
F 2 cularly 
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cularly towards my uncle ^ohy^ whom 

he truly loved ; he would feel more 

pain, ten times told (except in the af- 
fair of my aunt Binah^ or where an hy- 
{)othefis was concerned) than what he 
ever gave. ^^'-"* ' ^r 

"^'The characters of the two brothers, in 
this view of them, reflefted light upon 
each other, and appeared with great ad- 
vantage i 
Sievintis. 



vantage i-n this affair which arofe abdut 



I need not tell the reader, if he keeps a 
HoBBY-HoRSE, — that a man's Hobbv- 
HoRSE is as tender a part as he has 
about him -, and that thefe unprovoked 
ftrokes, at my uncle 'Tobfs could not be 
unfelt by him. — No -,—35 I faid above, 
my uncle "Tchy did feel them^ and very 
fcnfiblytoo/v ';i '.'-^^^^^*^^^^ w ti.. 
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pray, Sk, what faid he? — -How did 
he I??haye? — Oh, Sir!— it was great: 
Fpr as foon as my father had done in- 
fi^ltipg his ^OBBY-HoRSE,— he turned 
his head, without the leaft emotion, 
from Dr. Slop^ to whom he was addref- 
iin^ hi? difcourfe, and look'd up in^o my 
father's face, with a countenance iprpad 

oyer with fo much good nature j- fp 

pl^idi— fq fraternal ; — fo. inexprcflibiy 
tender towards him 5 — it penetrated my 
father to his heart : He rofe up haftily 
from his chair, and feizing hold of both 
jcnjf i^pcle X^h*^ hands as he fpoke :— — 
B^c^cr.Tciy^ faid he, — I beg thy par- 
djj^>.f^forgive, I pray thee;, this r^fh 
^imi[H)ur which my mother gave . me.- — 
]Vj[j5 dear, dear brother, anfw;er'd my 
}2ff\^Sol^r^}fing.xiphy my father*^ Ijelp, 
fay no more about it;^ — you are heartily 
wekome, had it been ten times as much, 
F 3 brother. 
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brother. But 'tis ungenerous, replied, 
my father, to hurt any man •, — a brother 
worfe ; — but to hurt a brother of fuch 
gentle manners, — fo unprovoking, — and 
fo unrefenting 5 — 'tis bafe : — By heaven, 
*tis cowardly. You are heartily wel- 
come, brother, quoth my uncle ^ol^y^ 
had it been fifty times as much.-*-— • 
Befides,^hat have I to do, my dear ?np^, 
cried my father, either with your sunufe- 
ments or your pleafures, unlefs it was in 
my power (which it is not) to increafe 
their meafure ? 

— Brother Shandy^ anfwer'd my uncle 
Toiy, looking willfully in his face,-— you 
are much miftaken in this point i-^fbr 
you do increafe my pleafure very thu^, 
in begetting children for the Shandy fa- 
mily at your time of life.- — But, by 
that, Sir, quoth Dr. Slop^ Mr. Shandy in- 
3 creafes 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1^5] 

cx^es his own.-^ Not a jot, quoth 

my father. , 

CHAP. XIII. 

M'i brother, does it, quoth my uncle 
Toby^ out of principle.— In a fa- 
mily-way, I fuppofe, quoth Dr. Slop.—' 
I»ftiaw !-^faid my father,-''tis not worth 
talking of. 

CHAP. XIV. 

\T the end of the laft chapter, my 
jfX father and my uncle "Toby were 
kft both ftanding, like Brutus and Cqffius, 
^t the^clofe of tlie fcene making up their 
accounts. 

'^' ' F 4 "' ' As 
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As my father fpoke the three lafti^erds, 
— he fat down ; — my uncle Tciy exadliy 
followed his example, only, that htfam 
he took his chair, he rung the bdl, m 
order CorppralTr/w, who was in waitingi 
to ftep home for Stevinus j — my unek 
^oiy's houfe being no further off than tb« 
oppofite fide of the way. 

Some men would have dropped %^ 
fubjeft of Stevinus '^— hut my uncle Topy^ 
had no refentment in his heart, andi^ 
went on with the fubjeft, to fhew wy 
father that he had none. 

Yoiir fudden appearance. Dr. ^^^ . 
quoth my uncle, refuming the difcourfe, 
inftantly brpught Stsvinus ii^to my head^ 
(My father,, yw jnay be fure, did no^ 
off^r j^.Jay any morjc. wagei^s v^pit^Ste^A. 
a^/»f^?s I}cadJ-T-^Bc?a^^ 

uncle 
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uncleTb^, the celebrated 'laniiig chariot^ 
which belonged to Prince Mai&icB^ and 
was of fach ^^nderful contrivance and 
velocity, as to carry half a dozen peo- 
ple thirty German miles, in I don*t know 

how few minutes, ^^was invented by 

StH>inuSy that great mathematician and 
engineer; 

5^011 might have fpared your fervant 
th6 trouble, quoth Dn Slop (as the fellow 
is lame) of going for Stevinus^% account 
of It, bccaufc, in my return from Lt^den 
thro* the Hague^ I walked as far as Scbev- 
ling^ which is two long miles, on purpofe 
to tftke a view of it* 

-i^Tbat's nothing, replied my uricic 
^(^^^ :to what-the learned PHr^ius did; 
wh6> Walked ft^ matter of five huridi-ed 
mil«5^rieckohirtg*from -Powto iSibevlingi 

and 
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^ from S^k^ling to Paris back again, 
10 order to fee it, — and nothing elf^. 

Some men cannot bear to be out-^g^ne. 

The more fool Peire/kiuSj i?eplied Dr. 
fi^. But mark, 'twas out of no con- 
tempt of Peirejkius at all j ^but.that 

Peirejkius\ indefatigable labour in trudg- 
ing fo far on foot out of love for the 
fciences, reduced the exploit of Dr. Slgp^ 
in that aflFair, to nothing ; — the more fool 
Peirejkius^ faid he again: — Why fo? — 
replied my father, taking hi$ . brother's 
part,, not only to make reparauon ^s faft 
as he could for the iirfult he had givep 
him, which fat ftill upon my father's 
mind •, — but partly, that my father bisgan 
feally to interefl: himfelf in theyc^fcourfe. 
—Why fo P^r-faid he. Why is Peirejkius^ 
or any man elfe^to be abufedfor.an ap-t 

petite 
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petite for that, or aivy other mopfeh of 
found knowledge ? For, notwithftand- 
ing I know nothing of the chariot in 
queftioh, continued he, the inventor of 
it ipuft have had a very mechanical head ; 
and tho* I cannot guefs upcwi what prin- 
ciples of philofophy he has atchicv'd 

it ; yet certainly his machine has 

been conftruded upon folid ones, be 
they what they will, or it could not 
have anfwer'd at the rate my brother 
mentions. 

' It anfwered, replied .my uncle Ti?^)^, 
as well, if not better ; for, as Peirejkius 
elegantly exprefies it, fpeaking of the 
velocity of its motion, Tarn citus erat^ 
quam erat ventus ; which, unlets I havd 
forgot my Latin, is, thai it was as fwrft 
as the wind itfelf. ^' ^ 

But 
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But pray, Dr. Sl^^ quoth my father^ 
intcrrupring my uncle (tho* not with* 
out begging pardon for it, at the fame 
time) upon what principles was this fclf- 
fame chariot fet a-going ?~Upon very 
pretty principles to be fare, rq^lied Dr. 

SIop'^ and I have often wondered, 

continued he, evading the queftion, why 
tione of our gentry, who live upon ho^ 
plains like this of ours,— (efpecially they 
whofe wives are not paft child-bearing) 
attempt nothing of this kind ; for it 
would not only be infinitely expeditious 
upon fudden calls, to which the fex is 
fubjeft,— *if the wind only ferved, — bet 
^(Mild be excellent good lu3A>andry ito 
make ofe^ of the winds, which coft no- 
thing, and which eat . nothing, ratter 
than borfes, which (the devil take 'etn) 
4»th coffi atsd eat a great deal. 

For 
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For that very reafoni replied my &- 
thcr*, *' Becaufe they coft* nothings and 
*^ bccaufc they cat nothing,"-*tlic fcheme 
h bad 5— it is the confamptioa cf our 
produd:^^ as well as the manufa(^res of 
them, which gives bread to the hungry^ 
circulates trade, — brings in money,^ and 
fbppcM'ts the value of our lands ^ — and 
th&y I own, if I was a prince, I would 
genecoofly recompenfe the fcicmific head 
wMch brought forth focb contrivances ; 
•^ti^t 1 would as peremptorily fupprefe 
the ufe of them. 

^ My ikthtr here had got into his ele- 
wient,— — and was going xm as pro- 
^^)efclufly with his diflcrtation upon trade, 
ar. my uocfe foly had before, upon his 
criP fortification y i but, to the lofe 

of> much fouiid knowledge, the deftinics 
in the morning had decreed; thatiiso 

dit 
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diflcrtatitm of any kind fbouW be fpun 
by my fidier that day ; ■ » 'for as 
ht opened his mouth to begm the next 
Sentence, 



CHAP. XV. 

IN popp'd Coiporal Trim with S/evi-^ 
nus: — But *twas too Jaie, — ^all the 
difcQurfe had been cxhauftcd without him, 
and was running ioto a jiew channel 



-You may take the book home again, 
\ faid my uncle Tobyiy nodding to 



Trim^ 
him. 



JBut pri'thee. Corporal, quoth my, fan 
ther, drolling,— look 6rfk kato it, and 
fee if thou canft fpy aught of .a Ming 
chariotinjt. - . ^ . :j ;. , .:, 
-"*. Corporal 
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Corporal THw, by being in the fervice, 
had learned -to obey,— and ^oc to re- 
monftrate ji^-^^-^-fo taking die bo<^ to a 
fide-table, and running over the leaves -, 
an' pleafe your Honour, faid Trim^ I can 
fee no fuch thing -, — however, continued 
the Corporal, drolling a little in his turn, 
ril make fiire work of it, an* pleafe your 
Honour i — fo taking hold of the two 
covers of the book, one in each hand, 
and letting the leaves fall down, as he 
bent the covers back, he gave the book 
a good found ihake. 

There is fomcthing fallen out, how- 
ever, faid Trim^ an' pleafe your Honour -, 
but it is not a chariot, or any thing like 
one :— £*ri*thce Corporal, faid my fathtr, 
fnifBflg, wh^ i^ it then ?— I think, an- 
fwtredTrm^ ftooping to take it up, — • 
'tis more like a fermon, — ^for it begins,- 

with 
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with a text of fcripture, and the chapter 
and verfe ; — and then goes on, not as a 
^chariot, — but like a fermon du^6lly. 

The company fmiled. 
■ > 

I cannot conceive how it is poffible, 
quoth my uncle Toby^ for fuch a thing as 
a fermon to have got into my Suvinus, 

I think 'tis a fermon, replied 3V//» ; — 
but if it pleafe your Honours, as it is a 
fair hand, I will read you a page \ — ^for 
Irim^ you muft know, loved to hear 
himfelf read almoft as well as talk, 

. I have ever a ftrong propentfity, faid 
my father, to look into things which 
crofs my way, by fuch ftrange fatalit;ie& 
as thefe ;-^and as we have nothing bet- 
ter to do, at lead till Obadiab gets back, 

I 
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I Ihould be obliged to you, brother, if 
Dr. S/cp has no objcAion to it, to ordtr 
the Corporal to give us a page or two of 
it, — if he is as able to do it, as he feems 
willing. An' pleafe your Honour, quoth 
Sr/Vw, 1 officiated two whole campaigns 
in Flanders^ as clerk to the chaplain of 
the regiment. — He can read it, qiu)th 
ray uncle TV^jr, as well as I can. — Trim^ 
I affure you, was the beft fcholar in my 
company, and fhould have had the next 
halberd, but for the poor fellow's mif- 
fortune. Corporal Trim laid his hand 
upon his heart, and made an humble bow 
to his matter ; — then laying down his Jiat 
upon the floor, and taking up the fermon 
in his left-hand, in order to have his 
right at liberty, — he advanced, nothing 
doubting, into the middle of the room, 
whetc he could beft fee, and be befl.feen. 
by, his. audience, 
YOL, 11. G C H A P. 
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i— — If you hare any objcftton,^;*— faid 
iny father, addreffing himfelf to Dr. Skf. 
Not in the -leaflr, replied Dr. Bl(fp 5— for 
It docs hot appear on which fide of the 
Vjuelfiori it is' wrcfte ; — -it may be a 
<compofmon of 'a divitte of ^ our church, 
asSvellas yours,— fo' that we run equal 
rifks.-^ — 'Tis wrote upon neither fide, 
quoth "^rim^ for 'tis only yy^nCmfciencty 
an' pleafe your Honours. ' 

T^rimH reafon put his audience into 
good humour, — all but Dr. Slof^^^\^^ 
tiirning his head about towards ^rm^ 
looked a little angry. 

• Begin, 7r/«;,— — -and read dilKndly, 
quoth my father ; — I will, an' pleafe your 

Hoilour, 
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fioaoT»9 replied the Coiporal, making a 
iiow^ and beipeaking intention with n, 
^%te movonent of his righc-haxKi. 



CHAP. XVII. 

'—^8«t before the Corpoml bfeginss 
1 tnijft firft give you ft' defcription of his 
-attiwcfe ;— =— otherwife he will naturally 
(land reprefented, by your imagination, 
in an uneafy pofture,— ftifF, — perpendi- 
culars—dividing the weight of his body 
equally upcm both legs ; — his eye fix'd, 
^s if on duty j— hi6 look determined,— i- 
<jlinching the fermon in his left-hand, 
like his firelock : — In a word, you would 
be apt to paint Trim^ as if he was {land- 
ing in His platoon .rekdy for adion ; 
His attitude was as unlike all thi^ as you 
can conceive. 

G z He 
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He ftpod before thcrh with his body 
fwaycd, and bent forwards juft fo far, as 
to make an angle of 85 degrees and a 
half upon the plain of the horizon ; 
which found orators, to whom I addrefs 
this, know very well, to be the true per- 
fuafive angle of incidence -, — in any other 
angle you may talk and preach;— —*tis 
certain, — and it is done every day ; — 
but with what efFeft, — I leave the world 
to judge 1 

The neceflity of this precife angle of 
Sg degrees and a half to a mathematical 
cxaftnefs, — does it not fhew us, by the 
way, — how the arts and fciences mutii'- 
ally befriend each other ? 

' How tl>e duce Corporal Trimy who 
knew not fo much as an acute angle 
from an obtufe one, came to hit it fi> ex- 

adiy V 
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^ly ;^ 'Or whether it was chance or 

i^iaturC) or good icnfc or imitation, 6?r. 
ftall be commented i^on in that part 
of this cyclopaedia of arts and fcSences^ 
where the inftrumental parts of the elo- 
quence of the fenate, the pulpit, the bar, 
the coff^-houfe, the bed-chamber, and 
fire-fide, fall under confideration. 

He ftood, — -for I repeat it, to take 
the pifture of him in at one view, witli 
his body fway'd, and fomewhat bent 
forwards,— his right-leg firm under him, 
fuftaining feven - eighths of his whole 
weight, — the foot of his left-leg, the de- 
fc£t of which w^s no difadvantage to his 
attitude, advanced a little,— not lateral- 
ly, nor forwards^ but in a line betwixt 
them J— his kn^e bent, but that not vip- 
Iently,--Tbut fo as to fall within the li- 
mits of the line .of beauty j— and I acjd^ 
G 3 ^ 'of 
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#f the line a£ fcionoc toa ;i^fi>F eonfida^ 
it had one dgbdi past .of hU hody.to 
bear up v^-^fo that in tkis caic cbe po(i- 
fbn of the leg is detcrnuned^-^bccaufo 
the foot could \>t AC funhtu adranced, 
or the knee mot-e bent^ than what would 
allow him mechanically, to receive an 
eighth pare of his whole weight undec 
ky — and to carry it too. 

r^ This I recommend to painters ? — 
need I add,— to oratOES ? — I think not ; 
for, unlcfs they pradife it, — they muft 
fidl upon their nofes^ 

So much for Corporal Trim's body and 
legs. — He held the fermon loofely, — not 
carelefsly, in his left-hand, raifcd fome- 
thing above his ftomach, and detach'd a 

little from his brcaft ; his right-arm 

falling negligently by his fide, as- natuse 

/ -. : :^ 
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ind rfie laws of .g^^vity ordered it,— but 
with the palm of it open and turned to* 
wards his audience, ready to aid the fen- 
timent, in cafe it flood in need. 

Corporal 7r$m*s eyes and the mufcles of 
hts face were in full harmony with the 
other parts of him ;— he looked- frank,— 
unconftrained, — fomething aflured, 
bur net bordering upon afliirance. - 

Let not the critic aik how Corporal 
Trim could come by all this ; I've told 
him it (hall be explained ; — but -fo hfe 
flood before my father, my uncle Toiy^ 
arid Dr. 5&^,-^fo fwayed his body, fo 
contrafled his limbs, and with fuch an 
oratorical fweep throughout the whole 
figure,—- a ftatuary might have modelled 
from it;— — nay, I doubt whether thfe 
oldeft Fellow of a College,— or the H^ 
G 4 trew 
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brew Profcflbr himfclf, could have much 

mended it. 

^rim made a bow, and read as follows : 
The SERMON. 
Hebrews xiii. iS» 
/ ■ For we truft we have ^a good 



Confcience.' 

T 



*' ^'■■"^Ruft ! — Truft we have a good 
*' X confcicnce !** 



{^Certainly, Trim^ quoth my father, ihi- 
terrupting him, . you give that fentcncc t 
very improper accent; for yoXi curl up 
your nofc, man, and read it with fuch a 
fnecf ing tone, as if the Parfon was going 
to Abufc .the Apoftle. 

He 
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He is, an* pkafe yoiH' Honour, replied 
Trim. Pughl faid my father, fmiling. 

Sir, (Jnoth Dr. Slop^ Trim is certainly 
in the right ; for the writer (who I per- 
ceive is a Pt'oteftant) by the fnappifh 
manner in which he takes up the Apoftle, 
is certainly going to abufe him, — if this 
treatment of him has not done it already. 
But from whence, replied my father, 
have you concluded fo foon. Dr. Slop^ 
that the writer is of our Church ? — for 
aught I can fee yet, — he may be of any 
Church :— Becaufe, anfwered Dr. Slop^ 
if he was of ours. he durft no more 
take fuch a licence, — than a bear by his 
beard:— *— if, in our communion, Sir^ 
a man was to infult an Apoftle,— ^a 
iainft,- or even the paring of a faint^s 
nail, — he would have his eyes fcratched 
out. What, by the faint, quotfh my 

i uncle 
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wntk 7**j^- No^ rej^icd Dr. Skp^^^-^hg 
would have an old houfe over his beadr 
Pray is the Inquifition an antient build- 
ing, anfweled my uncle Toiy^ or is it a 
modern one ? — I know nothing of aithi^ 

tefturc, replied Dr. S/cf. An* pleaft 

your Honbursi quoth Trim^ the Inqur- 

fition is the vikft ^Pri'thce fpare thy 

dcfcription, Trimy I hate the very name 
of it, faid my fether,— -No matter- fbf 
that, anfwered Dr. Sl<^^^it has its ufes ; 
fot tho* Vm DO great advocate for It, yet 
in fuch a cafe as this, he would Coon be 
taught better manners; and T can tell 
him^ if he went on at that rate, would 
be flung into the Inquifition for his pains; 
God help hhn then, quoth my uncle 
STp^. Amen, added 7r/Vvr; for, heaven 
above knows, I have a poor brother who 
has been fourteen years a captive in it.— 
Jnever heard one word of it before, faid 

my 
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my uoele 7i^, haftily :— How cotic be 
there, Trim .^— O, Sir } the ftory will 
make your heart bleed, — as it has made 
mine a rhoufand times ^—— -but it 49 too 
Jong to be told now ;-— ^your Honour 
fiuiU. hear it from firft to lad fome day 
:when I ftm working befide you in out 

fortifications 5 but the Ibort of th« 

ftory is this : That my brother Tom 

^went over a fervant ta Ufim^ — and then 
married a. 7«e^'s widow, who kept a fmall 
ihop, and fold fauiages, which, fome how 
«r other, wajs the caufe of his being takea* 
in the middle of the n^t out of his 
bed, where he was lying with his wife 
and two finall childcen^ and carried di« 
r^ftly to the Inquifition, where> God help 
*lumi continued Trimy fetching a JSgh from 
the bottom of his heart, — the poor ho- 
ncft lad lies confined at this hour j— — 
he was as hondS: a foul> added Trim^ 

(pulling 
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(pulfing out his handkerchief) as c?cr 
blood warm'd. 

The tears trickled down Trim'% 



checks fafter than he could well wipe 
them away. — A dead filence in the room 
enfued for fome minutes. Certain 

proof of pity! 

Come, Trim^ quoth my father, after 
he faw the poor fellow*s grief had got a 
little vent, — read on, — and put this me- 
lancholy ftory out of thy head : — J grieve 
that I interrupted thee; — but pri'thee 
begin the fermon again ;— for if the iirft 
fentence in it is matter of abufe, as thou 
fayeft, I have a great defire to know what 
kind of provocation the Apoftle has given. 

Corporal ^rim wiped his face, and re^- 

turning his handkerchief into his pocket, 

3 and. 
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anc}, makipg a bow as he did it,— he be- 
gan again.] 

The S E R M O N. 

H£Ba:ews xiii. 18. 

^For we truft v>c bave a good 



€onfcience.^ 



" 'TT^Ruft! truft we have a good coiv- 
** X fcicnce ! Surely if there is any 
*' thing in this life which a man may 
*^ depend upon, and to the knowledge 
**of which he is capable of arriving 
^ upon the moft indifputabfc evidence, 
*'^.it muft be this very thing,— -whether 
*' he has a good confcience or no." 

[Lam pofitive I am righl, quoth Dr. 
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« If a man thinks atajl, lie tannot 
*' well be a ftranger to the tnle ftate of 
*' this account ; — he muft be privy to 

** his own dioughts an^ d^es -, he 

*' muft remember his paft purfuits, and 
*^ know -c^tainfy t)ie me fprings and 
*' motives, which, in general, have go- 
^* vemed the aftions of his Iffc.' - 

[I defy him, without an afliftant, 
t|uoth Dr. Slof.'] 

** In other matters we may be doccivcd 
*\ by falfe appearances ; and^ as the wHc 
*' man complains, bardJy do we guefs 
>* aright at the things that sre iqwt the 
*' earthy and with labour do ix>e find the 
*' things that are before us. But here the 
" mind has all the evidence and fafts 
>* within herfclf; — ^is confcious of the web 
*' ihehas wove j — knows its texture and 

*' fine- 
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^^ lifieneiS) and the exadt fliarc which 
^* every paflion has had in- working tjpoii 
^^ the feveral defigns which virtue or vice 
•** has planned bcfort her/* 

[The language is good, and I declare 
-^rim reads Tery well, quoth my fadier.] 

*' Now, — as confciende is nothing elfe 
*' but the knowledge which the mind has 
^* within herfelf of this ; and the judg- 
**' ment, either of approbation or cenfure, 
•** which it unavoidably makes upon the 
'** fuccelliveadions of our lives; Vis plain 
^* you will fay, from the very terms of 
*' the propofition, — whenever this inward 
** teftimony ^oes againft a man, and he 
^ '* ftands felf-accufed, — that he muft ne- 
•" ceflarily be a guilty man.— And, on 
"•' the contrary, when the report is fa- 
*' v(Hirable on his fide, and his heart con^ 

*' demns 
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«« demos him not )*— ^— that it is not a 
•' mater of truft^ as the Apoftle intimates, 
** —but a matter of certainty and fa6t, 
*^ that the confcience is good, and that 
•' the man muft be good alfo." 

[Then the Apoftle is altogether in the 
wrong, I fuppofe, quoth Dr. Slop^ and 
the Proteftant divine is in the right. Sir, 
have patience, replied my father, for I 
think it will prefently appear that St. Paul 
and the Proteftant divine are both of an 
opinion. — As nearly fo^ quoth Dr. Slop^ 
as eaft is to weft ; — but this, continued 
be,^ lifting both hands, conies from the 
liberty of the prefs. 

It IS no more, at the worft, replied my 
uncle Toby^ than the liberty of the pulpit.; 
for it does not appear that the fermon is 
printed, or ever likely to be. 

Go 
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Go m^ Trinh 4noEh «iy father. ]- 

*' At firft fi^t tbi^ itizy feem «> be d 
.^f true fl^te qf the iCzk% and I make no 
/^ fJpH^t but the Joipwtlcdge pf right and 
f** w#ffng is A) irn^ iflipreffed Mpw the 
,*•' ftiind ^f 4n»B,— ^ifat did no iuch fciung 
** €Ver happen, ^ that the confcwncc of 
•*:* a^n»n, by I(ing h^Ms of fin, might 
•^^ (a$ tte fcripturc affiires it way) infeiy- 
-*^ fibly <bccomo hard;^*-and, like fonni 
*^ tender pans of /his body^ by muc^h 
^' ibrefsvjand continual hard ufage^ lofc^ 
*^ by -degrees^ that nice fenfe and per- 
*' ceptkxi with -whidi God and nature 
** endow 'd it: — Did this never happen ; 
*' — or was it certain that felf*love could 
♦' never hang the leaft bias upon the 
•'judgment ;— or thiit the little interefts 
f * below, could' rife up and perplex the 
•' faculties of our upper regions, and 
^ V^L* IL H ** en- 
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"encbmpafs tbefn about with cttfud^and 
" thick darknefs : Could no fuch 

^" thihg as favour and afffedion enter this 
*^** facred Court :-^Did Wit difdain to 
^ take a bribe in it •, — or was alham'd to 
" (hew, its faec as w advocate for an 
•'unwarrantable enjoyment :-—Gr^ taftly, 
*^ were we aflurcd, that In/tbi^esi? ftood 
*^ always .unconcerned, whilft the caufe 
" wasfhearing,^— and that paffion never. 
• ^ got into, the judgnicnt-feat, and pro- 
:** nounc*d fcntence in the Head of Teafon, 
,'* which is fuppofi^i always to prefide 
^ and determine upon, the ^aie : < Was 
"this truly fo^ as the objedbion muft 
;*, JOiippofe ; — ^no doubt then, the religious 
^' and moral ftate of a. man would be 
^^ exaftly what he himfelf efteem'd it ; — 
^' and the guilt or innocence of ftvery 
^ man*s life could be known, ia general; 
Jtby no better meafure, than the de- 
''^ ** gnBe$, 
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•* grees of his own approbation and cen*- 

f •* I own, in one cafe, whenever a man's 
'*^ GOnlcicnce docs accufe him (as it fel- 
** dom ^rs 6n that fide) that he is guil- 
*• ty ; and, unlefs in melancholy and hy- 
** pocondriae cafes, we may fafely pro- 
*♦ nofince upon it, that there is always 
♦^-fufficicnt grounda^for the accufation. , 

• " But die converfe of the propofitbn 

•^•^ will not hold true ; iiamely, that 

•' whenever thcrie is guilt, the confcience 
•' muft accufe ; and if it does not, that 
*^ a: man is therefore ^innocent, — Thi^ is 
^' not faft :^ So that the common con- 
**• folation which fome good chriftian or 
•• other is hourly adminiftring to him- 
** felf, — that he thanks God his mind 
♦* does not mifgive him 5 and that, con- 
H 2- *« fequently. 
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^* fequently, he has a good confcienccs 
** becaufe he has a quiet one, — 13 falla-^ 
•* cious ; — and as current as the inference 
*^ is, and as infallible as the rule appears 
" at firft fights yet, when you look nearer 
•• to it, and try the truth of this rule 
**^ upon plain fadbt— you fee it liable te 
*• fo much error from a falfe application ; 
*' — the principle ujpon which it goes fo 
•' often perverted ;— the whole force of 
'* it loft, and fometimes fo vilely caft 
^* away^ that it is painful to pioduce the 
^' common examples irom human life 
*' which confirm the account. 

^ A man ihall be vicious and utterly 
*' debauched in his principles ; — exccp* 
*' tionable in his conduA to the worlds 
" ftiall live Ihamdefe, in the opencom- 
•* miilion of a fin which no reafon or pre- 
" tence can juftify ; — a fin, by which 

** con- 
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^ contrary to all the workings pf huma- 
** nity, he fliall ruin for ever the deluded 
*' partner of his guilt s — rob her of her 
>* beft'dowryj and not only cover her own 
^^ head with dilhonour,— but involve a 
•^ whole virtuous- family in Ihame and 
^ forrow for her fake. — Surely, you will 
^ think confcience muft lead fuch a man 
** a troublefome lifey — he can have no.- 
** reft night or day from its reproaches. 

"Alas! Conscience had fomething; 
^ elfe to do, all this time, than break in 
** upon him \ as Elijah reproached the 

** God Baal^ this domeftic God was, 

•* either talking:^ or purfuingy or was in a 
^ journey J or per adventure he Jlept and. 
" could not he awoke.. 

" Perhaps He was gone out in com- 

^ pany with Honour to fight a du^l v, 

H i " to. 
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^ to pay off fome debt at play:;-*— or 
^^ dirty annuity^ the bargain of his luft : 
•'Perhaps Conscience all this time was 
•' engaged at home, talking loud s^inft 
*' petty larceny, and executing vengeance 
■*' upon &me fuch puny crimes aj^ his 
•' fortune and xank in life; fecured him 
^' againft all temptation of committing ; 
^ io that he lives as merrily/* [If he was 
of our church thp% quQjh Dr, Slop^ he 
could not]^ — '* fleeps as foundly in his 
*^ bed;— and at laft meets death ^s un- 
""^ concernedly ; — perhaps .much morefe 
** than a .much better man." 

All this is impoffiWe with us, quotfe 
Dr. Slo^i tutning to my father, — the cafe 
could not happen in our church, ' . It 
happens in ours, however, replied my fa- 
ther, but too often.— -I own, quoth Dn 
jSltrp (ftruck a little with n^y father's^ 
4 . frank 
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i£rank acknowledginenc)-^hat a man in 
the Romijh church may hve as badly ; — 
but th^n he cannot eafily die fo. — 'Ti& 
little matter, replied my father, with an 
air of iiKiifference, — how a rafcal dies.— 
I mean, anfwer*d Dr. Slop^ he would be 
denied the benefits of the laft facraments,^ 
-—Pray how many have you in all, fai^ 
my undtTobyy — for I always forget ? — ; 
Seven, anfwered Dr. iSA?/u — Humph!— 
faid my uncle ^oby\ — tho* not accented 
as a note of acquicfcenoe> — but as an in- 
^erjedlion of that particular Ipecies of fur- 
prize, when a man, in looking into a 
drawer, finds more of a thing than he ex- 
pefted. — Humph! replied my "uncleT^^^^ 
Dr. Slop^ who had an ear, underftood my 
uncle Toby as well as if he had wrote a 
whole volume againft the feven facra-^ 

ments.— Humph ! replied Dr. $lop^ 

(ftating my uncle "Toby'^ argument oyer, 
H4 agaia 
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again to him)- Why, 5ir, are fhcrt 

not feven cardinal virtues ? — > — Sevea 

mortal fins ? Seven golden cahdlfe- 

fticks ?— Seven heavens 4-^^-^ — - ^Ti^ 
more than I know, replied my urtcle 

foiy. -Are there are not feven wonr- 

ders of the world ?— ^Sevcn days of the? 

creation ? Seven planets K — ^Sevctv 

plagues? ^ That there are, quoth my 

father, with a moft affcdtcd gravity. But 
pri'thce, continued he, go on with the 
refl: of thy chara(9:ers, Trim.'] 

" Another is fordid, UBmcrcifu],*'(h€re 
Trim waved his right-hand) " a ftrait- 
♦* hearted, felfifti wretch^ incapable either 
** of private feiendlhip or public ipirit* 
, •*■ Take notice how he paflSs by die wL- 
*' dow and orphan in their diftrefs, and 
** fees all the miferies incident to human 
^ life without a figh or a prayer.'^ [And 

pleafe 
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pfeafe pat Honours, cried Trim^ I think 
this -is a viler maa than the other.] 

^ 9ia8 not eonfidenee rife tip and fting: 
•• him on. fuch occafions ? — Noy thank 
** God there is no occafion ; I pay every: 
•* tnambis own %—L have no fornkation to 
•* anjkver to my confcience j — no faithkfs- 
•^ vows or promifes to make up •, — / have 
•* debauched no man*s wife or chUd ; thank 
^ G»d^ I am not as other men^ adulterers^ 
^ unjuftr or even as this libertine^ wbep 
•^ ftands before me. 

' ** A third is crafty and defigning iiu 
*• his nature. View hi*. whole life; — 'tis^ 
^•^ nothing but a cunning contexture ofJ 
** dark arts and unequitable fubterfuges^ 
♦* bafcly to defeat the true intent of alL 
«« laws, — pkin dealing and the fafe en- 
** joyment of our fcvera] properties, — ^— 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



t «?^ 1 

^ You will fee fuch a one workiag out 
*' a frame of little defigns upon the ig- 
*' norance and perplexities of the poor 
*' and needy man j — ^fhall raife a fortune 
*' upon the inexperience of a youth, or 
*' the unfufpefting temper of his friend, 
*' who would have trufted iiim with his 
*Mife. 

*' When old age comes .on, and re* 
'*' pentance calls him to look back upon 
^' tjiis black account, and (late it over 
'* again with his confcience,— ^ — -Con- 
** SCIENCE looks into the Statutes at 
. ** -Large ; — finds no exprcfs law broken 
^ hy what he has done •,— perceives no 
*^' penalty or forfeiture of goods and chat-. 
*' tels incurred; — fees no fcourge waving 
*' over his head, or prifon opening his 
**' gates upon him: — What is there to 
•^^ffright his confcience? — Confciencc 

*^has 
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^ has got lafely entrenched behind the 
*' ^Letter ^f the Law; fits there invul- 
". ncrablci fortified with Cftfed and Ee» 
*' POlta fo ftrongly on all fides ; — that 
^^ it is not pseaching can dtfpofifefs it of 
^' its hold.'* - 

i[Here Corporal Trim and my uncle 
^oiy exchanged looks with each other,— ^ 
Aye, — aye, Trim ! quoth my uncle Toiy^ 
Ihaking his iiead, — ^thde are but forry 
fortifications, frim.^ — — O ! very poor 
work, anfwered Tr/w, to what your Ho- 
nour and I make of it. ^ The cha- 
rafter of this laft man, faid Dr. Slep^ in- 
terrupting Trimy is more deteftable than 
all the reft; — ■ . and fecms to have 
been taken from fome pettifoggmg Law- 
yer amongft you : Amongft us, a 

man's confcience could not poffibly con* 
tinue fo Ipng bUnded-^ — three times in 
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ft year^ at Jeaft^ he muft go te coafeffibnl 
Will that reftore it to fight, qUoth my 
uncle ToiyF — Go on, Trim^ quoth my 
father, or QbadijOh will have got back: 
before thou haft got to the end of thy. 
fermon^— *tis a very (hopt one, replied 
Trim. — I wifli it was. longer, quoth my 
uhclcr^i^, fijr i like it hugely; — Trim 
went on,] 

*' A fourth man Ihall want even this* 
*• refuge •, — (hall break through all this* 
^' ceremony of flow chicane ^r- — fcorns 
^* the doubtful workings of fecret plots. 
^ and cautious trains to bring about his: 
**purpofe:i — See the bare-faced villain,, 
** how he cheats, lies, perjures,, robs^ 
" murders.— '—Horrid !—— But indeed 
** much better was not t© be expedtedv 
♦*in the prefent cafe, — the poor man; 
** was in the dark ! — his prieft had got 

"the: 
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^ the keeping of Us ccmfcience*, — andl 
^' all he would let him know of it, wa«| 
**^ 1 hat he rwHt believe in the Pope j— 
*^ go to Ma& i— <xois himfclf i— tell his 
** beads •,— — be a good Cathc^ic, and 
^^ that thi9» id all cyiicience, was cnoi^h 
-** to carry him to hMven. What ; — if 
** he perjures 1 — Why j-^-he had a men- 
^^ tal refervation in it.-^But if he is fo 
<^ wicked and abandoned a wretch as 
'•* you €cpvc&iM him 5 — if he robs, — if 
•*^ he ftabs,— wiH not confcicace, on^vcry 
'* fuch aft, receive a wound itfelf ? Aye, 
^' — rbut the man has carried it to con-* 

^'fefljon^ the wound digefts there^ 

^^ and will do well enough, and in n 
♦^ (hort time be quite healed up by ab* 
••♦folution. O Popery 1 what haft thou 
^* to aafwer for ?^— when,, not coptent 
^Vwith the too many natural and f;u:ai 
^^ ways, thio* which the heart of maa '» 

*♦ every 
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^^ every day thus treacherous to itfefif 
•-* above all things ; — thou haft wilfully 
^ fct open this wide gate of deceit before 
** the face of this unwary traveller, too 
** apt, God knows^ to go aftray of him- 
** felf ; and confidently fpeak- peace to 
•* himfelf^ when there is n© peace. 

** Of this the comition inftiances which 
•^* I have drawn out of life, are too no- 
*• torious to require much evidence. If 
•* any man doubts the reality of them, 
^ or thinks it impoflible for a man to be 
*• fuch a bubble to himfelf,^^-imuft refer 
*-' him a moment to his own i«fleftions, 
** and will then venture to truft: my ap- 
** peal with his own heart. 

"Let him confider in how different 
♦* a degree of deteftation, numbers of 
!^ ifeicked anions ftand tbercy tho* equally 

*' bad* 
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^* bacf ahd vicious in their own natures^ ^ 
'*' — ^he will foon find that fuch of them, 
•^* as ftrong inclination and cuftom havc^ 
•* prompted him to commit, arc gene- 
*•* rally drefe'd out and painted with all 
-•* the felfe beauties, which a foft and a 
•*' flattering hand can give them ; — and 
'** that the others, to which he feels no 
*' propenfity, appear, at once, naked and 
** deformed, furrounded with all the 
•* true circumftanccs of folly and dif-- 
^ honour, ' 

" Wheh David fiirprized 5^«/ deep-- 
^^ ing in the cave, and* cut off the ikirt 
** of hi^ robe, — we read hfs heart fmote 
^'' him for what he 'had done:— But in. 
*' the matter of Uriahs where a faithful 
"and gallant fervant, whom he ought 
**to have loved and honoured, fell to 
** make way lor his luft,-^where con- 

** fciencc 



d by Google 



^^ icience had fb much greater rea^ to 
^* take the alarm, his heart imote him 
^^ not* A whole year had almoft ptiffkd 
** from the firft commiflion of that crimen 
*' to the time iVtf/iwT was fcnt to reprove 
*^ him ; and we read not once of the IcstEt 
** forrow or compunction of heart whdch 
^^ he teftified, during all that time, for 
^^ what he had done. 

*' Thus confcience, this once able mo* 

** nitor, placed on high as a judg^ 

*' within us, and intended by our maker 
*J as a juft and equitable one too^ — rby 
^^ an unhappy train of caufes and impe^ 
** diments, takes often fuch imperfedk 
*' cognizance of what paflcs,— docs its 
** office fo negligently,— fometimes fi> 
*' corruptly, — that it is not to be trufted 
V alone -, and therefore we find there ia 
*' a necefljty, an abfolutc neceflity of 

*' joining 
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^joining another principle with k td aid, 
5^ if not govern^ its detenninations* 

•• So that if you would form a juft 
:^* judgment of what is of infinite impor* 
*' tancc to you not to be mifled in,— — 
•* namely, in what degree of real merit 
^^ you Hand either as an honed man, an 
** ufeful citizen, a faithful fubjeft to your 
** king, or a good fervant to your God^-*- 
** call in religion and morality • — Look, 
« — ^What is written, in the law of God ? 

** —How readeft thou ?^ Confult 

^ calm reafon and the unchangeable ob- 
>' ligations of juftice and truth ^-^what 
/' fay they ? 

: ** Let Conscience determine the 
r** matter upon thefe reports ;.-— and then 
-V if thy heart condemns thee not, which 
v*'' is the cafe the Apoftle. fuppofes, — the 
Voi,. IL 1 ** rule 
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c^* ruk mm be4nfanibk ;' [Here Dr. Sldp 
fell aftcep] ^ tbcu^ih have ce^fiimce to'- 
'' wards God \ — that is, have juft grounds 
^ to4)d5cve the judgment thou haft paft 
** «ipon thyfelf, i« the judgment of -God'^ 
'*^ and nothing elfc but an anticipation 
'V ^ that righteous fentence which will 
^^ be pronouhced upon thee herttafter. M^ 
** that Being, to whom thou art finallj^ 
•** «o^ give an account of thy iaftions. 

'• ^^ Bhjfsd is the maft^ indeed then, tA 
*' the author of the book oi EcclefiafHcus 
*♦ exprefles it, iJi^o is tuft pricked mith the 

^^""mukilud^ of bis ^s: JSleffed is the mUH 
•* whofe h^art hath not <ondefnifi bim*i 
** whether he be rich^ or whether he he 

• *^ poor^ if be have a good heart (a hfcart 
♦^ thus guided and informed) he ftuiU 4t 

'*^ ^11 times rejoice in a cheurful eounti^ 

^* nanee \ his mindfball tell him more thdk 

* * ' *^Jeven 
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^'^ tower ^n higt.^** ■ ' \ [^ lower has 
no ftrength, quoth my uncle 3lp^, iiii^ 
lefs 'tis flank'd.] " In the darkeft doubts 
.**,it fhall cpn^ud ^dm ftfer than ^ tjiou- 
^V faf^d cafuiftsy* aAd igive- tjie Aate he 
y liyes.in i^better iecurity for his beha* 
*' yiour thai> all the daitfes and re- 
fVftriftions put ^pgethcr^ whkh law- 
** malcers ar^ forced tp aiujtiply:— — ^ 
i^ForceJ^ I fay^ as things (land i . hu- 
>' man l^ws ijot being a .matter of ori-* 
*' ginal choice, but of pure ncccflity^ 
'V brought in to fence ag^nft the jm{r 
** chicvoust efifedts of thofe confcienccs 
*' which, are no law unto, themfelves ; 
** well intending, by the many provi- 
*^ fions made,-— —that in all fuch cor- 
^' rupt and mifguidtd cafes, where prin-. 
^' dplcs and the checks of confcience 
** will not make us upright, — r-*-^to 
^ ;. I 2 *' fupply 
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^'fQpp]y their force, and, by the tef^ 
^♦■fors of goals and halters^ oblige oy 
*'-io it/* 

i 

[I fee plainly, feid my father, thafr 
this fermon^ has been compoilcd to be 
preached at the Temple,-— j— or at fome 

Affize. I like the realbning, and; 

am forry thatDr. S/c^ has fallen afleep 
before the time of his comriftion ;■ 
for it is now clear, that the-Parfon, ar 
I thought at firft, never infulled St: Paul^ 
in the lead ;~ — nor has there been, bro- 
ken t^t leaft: difference between them. 
— A great matter, if they had dif- 
fered, replied my uncle Toi% ■■■ the 
beft friend* in the world may differ fome- 

times.- Tt-ueiT>- Brother Tclfj, quoch^ 

my father, (baking bands with him,~ 
we'll fiU our pipes, brother^ and then 
2r/wftxall,gQ.on. 

, I Well,— 
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JWelli — wti« doft^hou think pf. ifS 
fkid my fathet-, fpcaking .to Cprpor^ 
yriw,.as he rcach'd his tobacco* box* > .4 

I think, anfwer'd the Coi:poral,: that th^ 
feven watch -men upon the tower, who, I 
fuppofc, aa all centinels thcre,~— aije 
more, an' pleafe your Honour, than were 
neceiiary; — and; to go on at that rate^ 
would harrafe a regiment all to pieces, 
5frhich a commanding officer, who loves 
Jhis men, will never do, if he can help it^ 
bccaufe two centineh, added the Corporal, 
are as good as twenty. — I have been ^ 
commanding officer myfelf in the Corjxs 
^eGarde a hundred times^ continued Jr/;w, 
rifing an inch higher in his figure, as he 
fpokc, — and all the time I had the ho- 
nour to ferve his Majefty King l-Villiam^ 
.in relieving the mod confiderable poft.% 
J never left more than two in my life. -7 
I 3 Very 
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Voyfight, Trhn^ qiwth my uiide Toij^ 
*-— but yt)ti db not confider, 'TVwi, that 
^he tbwers, m Sohmoff% days, >;rcrc not 
fuch things as our baftions, flank'd and 
jUcfended by other works -, — this, 9nV»> 
was an invention fince Solomoff% death ;, 
nor had they horn- works, or raveKns be- 
fore the curtin, in his thne ; — or fiich a 
fofse as we make with a cuvette in the 
middle of ft, and with coverM-'Ways and 
counterfcarps pallifadoed along 'it, to 
^uard againft a Coup de main: — ^So that 
the kwtn men upon the tower were a 
party, I dare fay, from the Corps de Carde^, 
fet there, not only to look out, but to 
defend it. — They could be no more, an* 
pleafe your Honour, than a Corporal's^ 
Guard. — My father fmikd inwardly, — 
but not outwardly ; — the fubjedt between 
my uncle TToby and Corporal Trim being 
rather too ferious, confidering what had 
^ hap- 
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*happ{fted, to make a jeft of :— So putf- 
tirtg his (ripe into his mouth, which be 
bad juft lighted,— he contented himfelf 
with ordering Trim to read on. He read 
«> as follows :] 

*• To have the fear of God before otir 
>♦ eyes, ind, in our mutual dealings with 
*' each other, to govern our aftion«( by thfc 
•* eternal meafures of right and wrong: — 
^ The fifft of thefc will comprehend the 
** duties of religion 5— -the fecond, tboft 
•* of morality, which are fo infcparably 
*^ conneifted together, that you cannot 
•' divide thefe two tableSy even in imagi-- 
,*• nation (tho* the attempt is often made 
•■' in pradicc) without breaking and mur- 
^ tually deftroying them both.. 

♦* I faid the attcn^t is often niade,, 

•* and jEb it is 5^-- — :theie being nc^hing; 

« ' 1 4 , ^ more 
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^^ more common t^ to fee a maa wbd 
*' has no fenfe at all of icligionf — and in*- 
•* deed has fo much honcfly.as %o prc- 
^* tend to none, who woyld take it as the 
*' bittereft affront, fliould you but hint ^f 
*•* a fufpicion of his moral charadter, — 
-•* or imagine he was not confcientioufly 
** juft and fcrupulous to the uttcrmoft 
^' mite. 

-** When there is fome appearance that 
^* it is fo, — tho' one is unwilling even t6 
-*' fufped the appearance of {o amiable a 
** virtue as moral honefty, yet were wfe 
** to look into the grounds of it, in thfe 
**' prefent cafe, I am periiiaded we ihould 
>' find little reafon to envy luch a one 
" t,he honour of his motive. — * 

•* Let him declaim as pompoufljr as 
^^ he choofes upon the. fobjcd, it :svifl 
^.. . ^^ \ i . "be 
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>* be found to reft upon ho better fouA*- 
*' dation than either his intereft, his pridt^ 
** his eafe, or fome fuch little and change- 
^* able pafllon as will giveis but fmall 
^* dependance upon his adtions in matters 
** of gtcat ftr^fs. " 

" I will illuftrate this by an jex»- 
*' ample. 

" I know the feanker I deal with, . or 
^' the phyficiao I ufually call in," [There 
is no nted, cried Dr. Slop^ (waking) to f aH 
^n any pbyfician in this cafe] 'f to be 
*' neither of them men of much religion < 
*' I hear them make a jeft of it every 
*^' day, and treat all its fanflions with fo 
*' much fcorn, as to put the matter paft: 
^* .doubt. Well ;— notwithftanding this, 
** 1- put my. fortune into the hands of the 
-*^*^he5-^and what is dearer ilill, to mo. 
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-^ I truft ihy life to the honcft Scill of 
.•*lhc other. 

' ** Now, let me esuumne what is my 
^ fttfon for th£i grest coafkleiiee.— -^ 
" Why» in the firft placc^ I believe there 
*' is no probability that either of them 
^ will ecfiploy.the power I put into their 
*' hands to my difadvantage ; -.— I con*- 
*' fider that honefty ferves the purpofes. 
*♦* of this life : — I know their fucoefs in 
** the world depends upon the fairnefe of 

^* their characters. In a Word, — I'm 

^ perfuaded that they cannot hurt me> 
** without hurting themfeives more. 

*• But put it otherwife, namely, that 
** intercft lay, for once, on the other fide -y 
^* that a cafe fhouW happen, wherein the 

one, without ftain to his reputation, 
'•* could fibcrete.my fortune, and kavfe 

*' me 
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^* me ne^cd in die^Vfrorldj— or that thb 

^* other cowld fend me out of ie, and en?^ 

'*' joy an eftatc by my death, withotft 

*^ difhoftOHr to Mmfeif or hii art :— Ifi 

** thh eafc, what hold haVe 1 of either of 

^* them ?— Religjon, di^ ftrongeft of all 

** motives, is out of the queftion : — ^In- 

*' tereft, the next moft powerful motive 

•••in the world, is (b:t)ngty ^ainft me: — ^ 

*** What have I left to caft inia the opprf- 

•** fite fcale to balance this temptation ?-i- 

**Alas! I have nothing, — nothing bift 

*' what is lighter than a bubble-— I muft 

•* lay at the mercy of Honour, or fome 

" fuch capricious principle.— Strait fecit- 

** rity for two of my^oft valuable blef- 

>* fings !— my property and my life. 



^^ A% therefore, we can have no de- 
pendence upon moraliiy without reli- 
gion 5^ — (b, on the csher band^ there fs 

^' nothing 
3 
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^ ^nothing better to be expcfted ftbm 
" religion Vrithout moralky i — ncfverthc- 
■** left, *tis no prodigy to fee a man whofc 
•*« real moral vcharafter ftands very lowv 
" who yet ^entcatains the higheft jiotion 
*^ of himfelfj.in die light of a religious 



*' He ihall not only be covetous, to- 

^^ vengeful, implacable, • but even 

** wanting in points of common' ho- 
'*' nefty ; yet, inafmuch as he talks aloud 
:" againft the infidelity of thie'age,^ — ^ 
"is zealous, for fome poiiits of reK- 
.'* gion,— — goes twice a day to church, 

.^' attends th« facraments,— and 

" amufes himlclf with a few inftru mental 

** parts of religion, fhall cheat his 

.^^ confcience into a judgment that,- for 
.** this, he is a religioiis man^ and has 
/** difcharged triyy his duty to God*: 

" And 
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'** And yba will find that iuch i ihant^ 
'•* through fbrccf of this ddufion, gene^ 
•* rally looks down with fpiritual pride 
** upon every other man who has lefs 
•* afFedlation <jf piety, — though, perhaps^ 
** ten times more moral honefty than. 
*^ himfclf. 

V This tikewife is a fore evil under the 
^ fun ; and, I believe there is no one mi- 
•' ftaken principle, which, for its time, 
** has wrought more fcrious mifchlefs.— =• 
•*■ For a general proof of this, — examine 
** the hiftory of the Romifh church j"—^ 
[•Well, what can you make of that, cried 
Dr. Slop?] — "fee wh^t feenes of cru-- 
**elty, murders, rapines, blood -fhed," 
[They may thank* their own obftinacy, 
eried Dr. Slop] *• have all been ftnftified 
**.by a religion not ftriftly governed by 
^ morahty-; -^ 

'* **In. 
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• ' *^ In howmany kibgdoms of the WaiW,** 
{Here ?W«i; kept waving hi$ right-hgnd 
from the icrmon to the extent of his arm, 
letximiBg i% backwvds and forwards, i^ 
the concluTion of the paragraph.] 

** In how many kingdoms of die wol"W 
*' has the crufading fword of this mif- 
** guided (aint-want ^tred heidier age, 
♦* or nierit» or fex, (^condition? — andv 
** as he fought under the baaners of a 
?' religion which kthim k>ofe from ju-^ 
** fticc and humanity, he fliew'd none; 

.•'mercilefsly trampled upon both, -* 

** heard neicher the cries of the unfortut 
♦* nate* nor pitied their diftrefles/' 

[I have been in many a. battle, aa* 
f leafe your Honour, qi}oth Trim^ righiug, 
but never ia So melancholy a one as 
this.— I would not have drawjn a tricker 

in 
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in it, iigainft thefc poor f#ab,-i-^t<i 
have been made a general officer, - ! <4 
Why ? what do you underftand of the 
"alJait? CsadDr. sup, looking towards 
7r/;;i with fomething niore contempt than 
the Corporal's honeft heart deferved.--^ 
What do you know, friend, about this 
battle you talk of P-^^^I kpow, replied 
Trifftj that I never refufed quarter in my 
life to any man Who cried out for it ;— 
^>ut to a woman or a "chlld, continued 
^rim, before I would Icwl my mulkefc 
iat them, I would lofe my life a thou- 
fand times.— -Here^s a crown for thee', 
^rimj to drink with OboMah to-night*, 
<juoth my uncle Toby, and PlI give Oha'^ 

diab another too, God blefs your Ho- 

^hour, replied 7W/»,— I had rather thefc 
foor wocTien and children had it.— — i. 
•Thou art an honeft fellow, quoth tt\^ 
amcle gV^ ^M i^ . ii^.iMy father nodded hit 

head. 
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itfadt ^as much: as to fey,-— and f* 

he is. 

. But pri'thec 2r/V»^ faid my father, make 
mi end, — for I fee thou haft but a leaf 
©r two left.] 

Corporal Trim read on,. 

** If the teftimony of paft centuries 
** in this matter is not fufEcient, — con- 
** fider at this inftant, how the votaries 
J* of that religion are every day thinking 
•' to do fcrvice and honour to God, by 
^ adions which are a di/hpnour and fcan- 
** dal to themfelves^ 

, "To be convinced of this, go witb 
*1 me for a moment into the prifons of 
^ the inquifition." [God help my poor 
bwthtr Tm^]*^, *•: Behold Relipm^ with 
„ i ** Mercys 
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"** her feet,— ^there fitting ghaftly upbh 
^** a black tribunal, proppM up with racks 
** and inftmments of torment. Hark ! 
*** -»-haric ! wliat a piteous groan I''* [Here 
ffV/Vs face turned as pale as lafhes.] 
^* See the melancholy wretch who ut- 
•* ter'd it^"— [Here the tears began to 
'tfiek4e down] '* juft brought forth to un- 
** dergo the anguilh of a mock trial, and 
'** endure the utmoft pains that a ftudied 
*' fyftem of cruelty has been able to in- 
" vent.*^ — [D — n them aJl, quoth Jlr/w, 
his colour returning into his face as red 
as Wood.]-:— **Behdld this helplefs Vidim 
^* delivered tip to his tormefitbrs,'.— hii 
** body fo wafted with forrow and con- 
^* finement.''— — [Oh ! ^tis my brotlier, 
cried .poor Trim in a moft paflionate 
^exclamation, dropping the fermon upon 
the gfotrnd, and clapping hie hands to- 
VoL* tl. K gethcr 
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.gptficr-r-I fear 'tis poor ^om. My far 
,ther*s and my undtTobf^ hearts yeam*d 
with fympathy for the poor fellow's di- 
ftrcli5,--even Slop himfclf acknowledged 
pity for him, — Why, fripi^ faid my. fa-^ 
ther, this is not a hiftory, — 'tis a fermon 
thou art reading j — pri*thcc begin the 
fentence again.] — " Behold this helplefs 
*' viftim delivered up to his tormentors, 
" — his body fo wafted vith forrow and 
*' confinement, you will fee every nerve 
** and mufcle as it llifFers. 

** Obferve the laft movement of that 
** horrid engine !" [I would rather face 
a cannon, quoth Trim^ ftamping. ] ■ ■ 
•' See what convulfions it has thrown 
"him into !-— — Confider the nature of 
/ *Mhe ppfture in which he now lies 
" ftretched, — what exquifite tortures he 

•' endures by it !" [I hope *tis not in 

Portugal.'] 
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Portugal.']--^ ** 'Tis all nature caii bear ! 
** Good God ! fee how it keeps his weary 
" foul hanging upon his trembling lips !'* 
[I would not read another line of it, 
quoth "I^rim, for all this world j— I fear, 
an' pleafe your Honours, all this is in 
Portugal^ where my poor brother 'Tom is. 
i tell thee, TV/w^, again, quoth my father, 
'tis not an hiftorical account,*— 'tis a de- 
fcription.— 'Tis only a defcription, honeft 
man, quoth SIop^ there's nor a word o( 
truth in it. — That's another ftory, replied 
my father. — However, as Trim reads ic 
with fo much concern, — 'tis cruelty to 
force him to go on with it. — Give me 
hold of the fermon, Trim^-^VW finifh it 
for thee^ and thou mayft go. I muft ftay 
and bear it too, replied TVm, if your Ho- 
nour will allow me ; — tho' I would not 
r^ead it myfelf for a Cbloncl's pay. — — 
:. . K 2 Poc^r 
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Pool' Trim 1 quoth my tinclc Tohy. Mjr 
father went on.] 

" ---Confider the nature of the pofture 
^* in which he now licsi ftretch'd, — what 
•* exquifite torture he endures by it ?— 
•' 'Ti^ all nature can bear! — Good God ! 
** Sec how it keeps his weary foul hang- 
•* ing upon his trembling lips, — ^willing 

•* to take its leave, but not fiificrcd 

** to depart I Behold the unhappy 

•« wretch led 'back to his cell 1" [Then, 
thank God, however, quoth Trittty they 
have not killed him] — ** See him dragg'd 
^ out of it again to meet the flames, and 
♦* the infiilts in his lafl: agooks, which 

*« this principle, this principle, thaC 

*' there can be religion without mercy, 
*• has prepared for him.*' [Then, thank 
God, — ^he is dead, quoth Tnnh — he is 
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out of his pain, — and they have dqne 

their worft at him. — O Sirs ! Hold 

your peace, Trimy faid my father, going 
on with the Jfermon, left Trim ihould in- 
cenfe Dr. Slopy-^yac fhall never have done 
at this rate.] 

•* The furcft way to try the merit of 
** any difputed notion is, to trace down 
" the confequeoces fuch a notion has 
*• produced, and compare them with the 
•* fpirit of Chriftianicy ;— '^is the fliort. 
•* and decifive rule which our Saviour 
** hath left us, fpr thcfe and fuch- like 
*• cafes, and it Js worth a thoufand ar- 
•* gumcnts,— if}^ their fruits ye Jhall know 
♦* them. 

•• I will add. no further to the length 

*V of this fermon, than, by two or three 

K 3 "(hort 
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'' fliort aftd independent rules deduciblc 
** from it. 

*' Firjiy Whenever a man talks loudly 
•■* againft religion j-r— always fufpeft that it 
*^ is not his reafon, but his paffiofis which 
*' have got the better of his Creed. A 
•* bad life and a good belief are difagree- 
'^ able and troubJefome neighbours, and 
** where they fcparate, depend upon it, 'ris 
** for no other caufe but quietncfs fake. 

" Secondly yWhcn a man, thus reprjefen- 
^^ ted, tells you in any partiailar infta^ce, 
** — That fuch a thing goes againft his 
♦* confcience,-*-a}ways believe he means 
*^ exaftly the fame thing, as when he tells 
*' you fuch a thing goes againft his fto- 
*' mach ; — a prefent want of appetite 
** being generally the true caufe of both. 

'* In 
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• ** In a word, — truft that irian in no- 
** thing, who has not a Conscience in 
*• every thing. 

•* And, in your own cafe, remember 
** this plain diftinftion, a tniftake in 

^^ which has ruined thoufands, that 

^* your conicicnce is not a law: — No, 
^' God and reafon made the law, and 
•* have placed confcience within you to 
•* determine ; — not like an yffialic Cadi, 
** according to the ebbs and flows of his 
«* own paflions, — but like a 5r//)f^ judge 
** in this land of liberty and good fenfe, 
*< who makes no new law, but faithfully 
«' declares that law which he knows al- 
** ready written." 

FINIS. 
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welj, 3tw, qi^cnlv qiy. f^l>cr,--if h^ Ijad 
fpared his comments, replied Dr. Skpi 
he would have read it much- better. I 
ihould haye read ix, tpn. tj?)^ bettier. Sir, 
^nfwered "Trini^ Ijut that my b^rt was fiy 
fill]. — That was the very realbn, Trim^ 
replied tpy father, which ba$ iivide thee 
read the iermon as well as thou haft dpae^ 
^d if the clergy of our ehurebi cpntinued 
my. father, adcjrefling bimfelf to Dr. S/op^ 
would take part in what they deliver, a$ 
deeply as this poor fellow l>as dpne,— a$« 
their compofitions are fiqev.(Ideny it^. 
quoth Dr. S/()p) I maimaiA ity that th^ 
elckiuence of our pulpits, with fu^h fubr, 
jefts to inflame it, — would l)e a model 
for the whole world : — But, alas ! con- 
tinued my f^her> and I 9wn it. Sir, with 
forrow, that, like French politicians in this 
itfpedl, what they gain in the cabinet 
1 they 
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dicy Ibfe l^ the fieIdv>--t.''Twefle a p$ty;. 
quc^ my uncle, tiizt this fl^tould be lo^ 
I like the fermon well, rcplidd my far- 
ther, ^-^--r»*ris di^mari<;y'^!--^and there i$; 
fomething in that way af writings when: 
jBkilfuUy nianaged^ which qatches the at- 
tCQtioA* M l . un We preach much in that 
way with us, faid Dr, SUp.-^I know that 
Tery well, faid my father^ — but in a tone- 
apd manner which difgufted Eh^, Sl&p^ 
full as much as his a®nt; fimply, could 

have plcaf^ him, But in thip, added 

Dr. SUp^ ^ littk piqued,— —our fermpnS 
have greatly the advaqt^,^ that we ne- 
ver introduce any charaffer into thenu 
below a patriarch or a patriarch's wife,: 
or a martyr or a f^int. — ITiere arc fome 
very bad characters in this, however, faid 
my father, and I do not think the fermon 
a jot the worfe for ^em>* '* ' ^^ ■ "But pray, 
quoth my uncle 31?^,-^ who* s can' this 

be? 
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be ? — How could it get into my Stevi^- 
nus? A man muft be as great a conjurer 
as Stevinus^ faid my father, to refbive 
the fecond queftion : — The firft, I think, 
is not fo difficult ; — for unlefs my judg- 
ment greatly deceives me,— --I know the 
author, for 'tis wrote, certainly, by the 
parfon of the parifti. 

The fimilitude of the ftile and man- 
ner of it, with thofe my father con- 
ftantly had heard preach'd ^ in his pa- 
rifli-church, was the ground of his con- 
jefture, — — proving it as ftrongly, as 
an argument a prioriy could prove fuch 
a thing to a philofophic raind. That 

it was Torkk'% and no one^s elfe: 

It was proved to be lb /J pofteriori^ 
the day after, when Tcrick lent a fer- 
vant to my uncle Tobfs houfe to enquire 
after it^ 

It 
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It feems that Torick^ who waa in'qui* 
litive after all kinds of knowledge, had 
borr Qwed Stmnus of my uncle 71?^, and 
had carelefly popped his fermonj as Toon 
as he had made it, into the middle of 
Sfevinus, ; rand, by an aft of fbrgetfulncfs, 
to which he was ever fubjed, he had 
ient Stevinus home, ^d his fermon to 
keep him company. 

„ , ■ ■■,.■? 

Ill-fated fermon ! Thou waft loft, after 
this Tocovery of thee, a fecond time, 
dropp'd thro' an unfiifpefted fiflure in 
thy ittaftcr*s pocket, down into a trea- 
cherous ^nd a tatter'd lining, — trod deep 
into thedfat by the left hind foot 6f his 
Rofinante, inhumanly ftepping uport thee 
as thou falledft-, — buried ten days in the 
mire,— raifed up out of ir by a -beggar, 
fold for a halfpenny to a parifli^lerk, — 
transferred to his parfon, — ^loft for ever 

to 
3 
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to rfiy <wn, the remainder of his days, — 
lUH* reftored to I^s reiilefs Manes dll 
this very moment, that I tell the world 
the ftory. 

Can the reader believe, that this fer- 
mon of Tcrici'svras preached at an afEze^ 
in the cathedral of Tori^ beifore a thou* 
fand witnefles, ready to give oath of it, 
by a certain prebendary of that churchy 
and aftually printed by him when he had 
done>^-~and within fo Jhort a Ipace as 
two years and three months after Tcrick's 
de^th.-^Tmcky indeed,, was never better 
fcrved in his life !— — hut it was a little 
bard to male-treat him after,, and plun- 
der him ^ter he was l»id in his grave. 

However, as the gentleman whp did 
it^ was in pjsxfeft charity with Tpricky — 
apdv x^^ CQpfcioua Juftice* printed but a. 

few 
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few copies to give away-,— and that, I am 
told, he could moreover have made as 
good a one himfelf, had he thought fit, 
— I declare I would not have puWiflied 
this anecdote to the world ; — nor do I 
publifh it with an intent to hurt his cha- 
rafter and advancement in the church; — 
I leave that to otliei^-,-*-but I'find my- 
felf impelled by two reafons, which I 
cannot withftand 

The firft is. That, in doing juftice, I 
may give reft to Toridk^s ghoft ; — which^ 
4iis the country people, — ^and fome others^ 
believe, — ^JiiU walks. 

The fcrond reafon is. That, by Jayfng 
•open thw ftory to the worlds I gain aa 
opportunity of informing it, — That in 
tafc the chara£ter oi parfon Tmck^ and 
diis fample of his fermons is Klccd,-^th3C 

there 
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there are now in the poffeffiori of the 
Sbandy family, as many as will make 
a handfome volume, at the world's fer- 
vice, and much good may they 

^Q it- 



CHAR XVIII. 

OB ADIAH gain'd the two crown$ 
without difputc ; for he came in 
jingling,, wi til all the inlkiunents in the 
green bays bag we fpoke of, flung acrofs 
bis body, juft as. Corporal ?1nr^ went out 
of the room. 

It is now proper, I think, quoth Dr. 
Sl9p (clearing up his looks) as we anc in 
a condition to be.of fome fervice to 
Mrs. Shandy^ to fend up ftairs to know 
how flie goes on. . .. 

I 
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I have drdcrcd, anfwered mj father, 
the old midwife to come down to us 

upon the leaft difficulty -, for you 

muil knowy Di;. Slop^ continued my fa- 
ther, with a perplexed kind of a fmilc 
upon his countenance, /-that by exprefs 
treaty, folemnly ratified between me and 
my wife, you are no more than an auxi- 
liary in this affair, — and not fo much 

as that, -unlefs the lean old mother 

of a midwife above flairs cannot do 
without you^ — — Women have their 
particular fancies, and in points of this 
nature, continued my father, where they 
bear the whole burden, and fufFer fo 
ipuch acute pain for the -advantage of 
pur families, and the good of the fpe- 
cies,-^they claim a right of deciding,. 
en SoveraineSj in whofib hands, arid in • 
what fafbion, they chufe to undergo 
.it. • ■ '>' 

They 
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They are in the right of h^^uoth 
ttny uncle ^aby. Bat, Sir, r^lkd Dr. 
^lofy not taking notice of my ^nd^ lohy^ 
-t>f4nion, but turning to my fath(^,---thfey 
had better govern in other pdints >,— and 
a father rf a family^ who wifhed its per- 
.{)etuity, in my opinion, had better ex- 
change this prerogative with them, and 
:give up fome other rights in lieu of it,— 
I know not^ quoth my father, -aufwering 
^ little too teftily, to be quite dtfpaffion- 
ate in what be faid^--^I know hot, quoth 
be, what we have left to give up^ in lieu 
of who fhall bring our children into the 
world, — unleli that, — of who fh^ll beget 
them.— — One would alrnoft give up 
<any thing, replied Dr. Slop. — —I beg 
your pardon, — anftvered my unde ^^by. 
— — Sr, replied Dr. Uof^ it wt^ld afto- 
«vilh you to know what Improvements 
•we have made of late years in all branches 

of 
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of obftetrical knowledge, but particu- 
larly in that one fingle point of the fafe 
and expeditious extraftion of the fcstus^ 
— which has received fuch lights, that, 
for my part (holding up his hands) I 
declare I wonder how the world has— 
I wifli, quoth my uncle Toby^ you had 
feen what prodigious armies we had in 
Flanders. 



CHAP. XIX. 

I Have droppM the curtain over this 
fcene for a minute,— to remind you 
of one thing, — and to inform you of an- 
other. 

What I have to inform you, comes, I 
own, a little out of its due courfe ; — for 
it fhould have been told a hundred and 

Vol. II. ' ' L fifty 
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fifty pages ago, but that I fartCxw thm 
*twould come in pat hereafter, and be of 
more advantage here than elfewhere, — 
Writers bad need look before ihem to 
keep up the fpirit and ccMinedfcion of what 
they have in hand. 

When thefe two things are done, — ^tbc 
curtain fhall be drawn up again, arid my 
uncle Toiy^ my father, and Dr. Slop (hall 
go on with their difcourfe, without any 
more interruption. 

Firft, then, the matter which I have 
to remind you of, is this j — that from 
the fpechnens of Angularity in my father's 
notions in the point of Chriftian-names^ 
and that other point previous thereto, — 
you was led, I think, into an opinion, 
(and 1 am fure I faid as much) that my 
father was a gentleman altogether as odd 

and 
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and whimficai in fifty other opinions* lA 
truth, there was not a ftage in the life of 
man, from the very firft aft of his be- 
getting, — down to the lean and flipper'd 
pantaloon in his fecond childiftinefs, but 
he had fome favourite notion to himfelf, 
Ipringing out of it, as fceptical, and as 
far out of the high- way of thinking, ai 
thefe two which have been explained, 

—Mr. Shandy^ my father. Sir, would 
fee nothing in the light in which others 
placed it ; — he placed things in his own 
light } — he would weigh nothing m com- 
mon fcales ; — no, — he was too refined a 
relearcher to lay open to fo grofs an im- 
pofition. — To come at the exaft weight 
of things in the fcientific fteel-yard, the 
fulcrum, he would fay, fhould be almoft 
mvifible, to avoid all friftion from po- 
pular tenets j — without this the minutiae 
L 2 of 
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of philofophy, which Ihould always tura 
the balance, will have no weight at all, — 
Knowledge, like matter, he would affirm^ 
was divifible in infinitum^-^xh^iX, the grains 
and fcruples were as much a part of it, as 
the gravitation of the whole world.— In 
a word, he would fay, error was crror>— • 
no matter where it fell, — whether in a 
fraftion, — or a pound, — 'twas alike fataj 
to truth, and fhe was kept down at the 
bottom of her well as inevitably by a 
miftake in the dull of a butterfly's wing, 
—as in the dilk of the fun, the moon, and 
all the ftars of heaven put together. 

He would often lament that it was for 
want of confidering this properly, and of 
applying it fkilfuUy to ciyil matters, as 
well as to fpcculative truths, that fo many 
things in this world were out of joint ;— 
that the political arch was giving w^y ; — 

and 
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^nd that the very foundations of our ex- 
<3ellent conftitution in church and ftate, 
were fo fepp'd as eftimators had reported. 

You cry out, he would fay, we are a 
ruined, undone people. — Why ? he would- 
afk, making ufc of theforites or fyllogifm 
of Zeno and Chryfippus^ without knowing 
it belonged to them. — ^Why ? why arc we 
a ruined people ? — Becaufe we are corrupt 
ted.— Whence is it, dear Sir, that we arc 
corrupted ? — Becaufe we are needy ; — our 
poverty, and not our wills, confent. — 
And wherefore, te would add, — arc wc 
needy ?—From the negledt, he would an- 
Iwer, of our pence and our halfpence : — 
Gur bank-notes, Sir, our guineas, — nay 
our fhillings,take care of tbemfelvcs. 

*Tis the fame, he would fay, through- 
out the whole. circle of the fcicnccs ;— 
L 3 the 
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the great, the eftabliflied points of them, 
^re not to be broke in upon. — ^The laws 
of. nature will defend themfelyes.v — but 
error— (he would add, looking earneftly 
at my mother) — error. Sir, creeps in thro' 
the minute holes, and fmall cievices,which 
human nature leaves unguarded. 

This turn of thinking in my father, is 
what I had to remind you-of : — The point 
you are to be informed of, and which I 
have refervcd for this place, is as foUows : 

Amongft the many and excellent rea- 
fons, with which my father had urged 
my mother to accept of Dr. SJop'^ af- 
fiftance preferably to that of the old wo- 
man, — there was one of a very Angular 
nature; which, when he had done ar- 
guing the matter with her as a Chriiftian, 
and came to argue it over again with hen 

as 
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as a pliilofopher, he had put his whole 
ftrength to, depending indeed upon it as 

his ihcet -anchor. It failed him ; tho'' 

from no defeft in the argument itfelf ; 
but that, do what he could, he was not 
able for his foul to riiake her comprehend 
the drift of it, — Curfed luck !— faid he 
to himfelf, one afternoon, as he walk'd 
out of the room, after he had been da- 
ting it for an hour and a half to her, to 
na manner of purpofe -, — curfed luck! 
faid he, biting his lip as he fhnt the door, 
— for a man to be matter of one of the 

fincft chains of reafoning in naaire,^ 

and have a wife at the fame time with 
fuch a head -piece, that he cannot hang 
up a fingle inference within fide of it, to 
fave his foul from deftrutflion. 

This argument, tho' it was intirely loft 

upon my mother, — had more weight with 

L 4 him. 
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him, than all his other arguments joined 
together : — I will therefore endeavour to 
do it juftice, — and fet it forth with all the 
perfpicuity 1 am mafter of. 

My father fet out upon the ftrength of 
thcfe two following axioms : 

FirJi^Thzx, an ounce of a man's own wit, 
was worth a tun of other peoples \ and. 

Secondly^ (Which, by the bye, was the 
ground- work of the firft axiom, — tho' it 
comes laft) That every man's wit muft 
come from every man's own foul, — and 
no other body's. 

Now, as it was plain to my father, that 
all fouls were by nature equal, — and that 
the great difference between the moft 
acute and the moft obtufe underftanding, 

—was 
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——was from no original fharpncfs or 
bluntnefs of one thinking fubftancc above 
or bdow another, — but arofe merely from 
the lucky or unlucky organization of the 
body, in that part where the foul princi- 
pally took up her refidence, he had 

made it the fubjeft of his enquiry to find 
out the identical place. 

Now, from the beft accounts he had 
been able to get of this matter, he was 
fatisfied it could not be where Des Cartes 
had fixed it, upon the top of the pineal 
gland of the brain ; which, as he philo- 
fophifed, formed a cufhion for her about 
the fize of a marrow pea 5 tho* to fpeak 
the truth, as fo many nerves did terminate 
all in that one place,— *twas no bad con- 
jefture; — and my father had certainly 
fallen with that great philofopher plumb 
into the center of the miftake, had it not 
I been 
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been for my uncle ^oby^ who refcued- 
him out of it, by a ftory he told him of 
a Walloon officer at the battle of Landen^ 
who had one part of his brain (hot away 
by a mu(ket-ball, — and another part of 
it taken out after by a French furgeon ; 
and> after all, recovered, and did his duty 
very well without it. 

If death, fiiid my father, reafoning with 
himfelf, is nothing but the feparation of 
the foul from the body ;-.— and if it is true 
that people can walk aboutand do their 
bufinefs without brains, — then certes the 
foul does not inhabit there. Q. E.D. 

As for that certain, very thin, fubtle, 
and very fragrant juice which CvglieniJJimo 
Borri^ the great Milaneze phyfician, af- 
firms, in a letter to BartholinCj to have dif- 
covcred in the cellulae of the occipital parts 

of 

4 
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of the cerebellum, and which he likewlfe 
afiif ms to be the principal feat of the rea- 
fonabk foul (for, you muft know, in thefc 
latter and more enlightened ages, there 
are two fouls in every man living, — the 
one, according to the great Metheglingius^ 
being called the Animus, the other the 
Anima) j^-as for this opinion, I fay, of 
^arri^-^my father could never fubfcribe 
to it by any means ; the very idea of fo 
noble, fo refined, fo immaterial, and fo ex-^ 
alted a being as tht Anima^ or even the Ani^ 
mus^ taking up her refidence, and fitting 
dabbling, like a tad-pole, all day long^ both 
fummer and winter, in a puddle,— or in a 
liquid of any kind, how thick or thin foever, 
he would fay, (hock'd his imagination; he 
would fcarce give thedodrinc a hearing. - 

What, therefore, feem*d the lead liable 
to obje£Uons of any, was, that the chief 

fen- 
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fenforium, or head-quarters oiF the foul, 
and to which place all intelligences were 
referred, and from whence all her man- 
dates were iflTuedj-r— was in, or near, the 
cerebellum, — or rather fome-where about 
the medulla oblongata^ wherein it was ge- 
nerally agreed by Dutch anatomifts, that 
all the minute nerves from ail the oi^ans 
of the feven fenles concentered, like ftreets 
and winding alleys, into a fquare. 

So far there was nothing Angular in 
my father's opinion, — he had the beft of 
philofophers, of all ages and' climates, to 
go along with him. — But here he took a 
road of his own, fctting up znothitr Shan- 
dean hypothefis upon thefe corner- ftones 
they bad laid for him ; — and which faid 
hypothefis equally flood its ground -, whe- 
ther the fubtilty and finenefs of the foul 
depended upon the temperature and clear- 

nc(s 
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nefs of the faid liquor, or of the finer 
net-work and texture in the cerebellum 
itfelf ;' which opinion he favoured. 

He maintained, that next to the due 
care to be taken in the aft of propaga- 
tion of each individual, which required 
all the thought in the world, as it laid 
the foundation of this incomprehenfible 
contexture in which wit, memory, fanc)r, 
eloquence, and what is ufually meant by 
the name of good natural parts, do con- 
fift •, — that next to this and his Chriftian- 
name, which were the two original and 
moft efficacious caufes of all ; — that the 
third caufe, or rather what logicians call 
the Caufafme qua non^ and without which 
all that was done was of no manner of 
fignificance, — was the prefervation of this 
delicate and fine-fpun web, from the ha- 
vock which was generally made in it by 

the 
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the violent compfeflion and crufh which 
the head was made to undergo, by the 
nonfenfical method of bringing us into 
the world by that part foremoft. 

——This requires explanation. 

My father, who dipp'd into all kinds 
of books, upon looking into Litbopadus 
^emnefis de Partu difficili ♦, publifhed by 

Adri' 

• The author i$ here twice miftaken ;— - — for 
Lithoptedus fhould be wrote thus, LHhopdedii Seno^ 
nenjis Icon, The iecond miflake is, that this Liz 
thopadus is not an author, but a drawing of a 
petrified child. The account of this, publifhed 
hy Jlhjius, 1580, may be feen at the end of 
Cordaush works in Spacbius, Mr. Trifiram Shandy 
has been led into this error, either from feeing 
Lithopadus*^ name of late in a catalogue of lear- 
ned writers in Dr. , or by mi flaking Z/- 

thopadus for T rimcofveUiuSf ^^kom the too great 
iimilitude of the names. 
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yidrianus SmdvgQi^ had foimd out. That 
the lax and pliable ftate of a child's 
head in parturition, the bones of the 
cranium having no futures at that time, 
was fuch, — that by force of the woman*$ 
efforts, which, in ftrong labour-pains, 
vras equal, upon an average, to a weight 
of 470 pounds averdupoife a6ting per- 
pendicularly upon it ; — it fo happened 
that, in 49 inftances out of 50, the faid 
head was comprefled and moulded into 
the fhape of an oblong conical piece of 
dough, fuch as a paftry-cook generally 
rolls up in order to make a pye of. — — . 
Good God! cried my father, what ha- 
vock and deftrudlion muft this make in 
the infinitely fine and tender texture of 
the cerebelKim ! — Or if there is fuch a 
juice as Borri pretends, — is it not enough 
to make the cleareft liquor in the wdrld 
both feculent and mothery ? 

But 
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But how great was his apprehenfion, 
when he further underftood, that tliis 
force, ading upon the very vertex of 
the head, not only injured the brain itfelf 

or cerebrum, but that it neceffarily 

fqueez*d and propell'd the cerebrum tO"- 
wards the cerebellum, which was the im- 
mediate feat of the underftanding.-^r— - 
Angels and Minifters of grace defend us f 
cried my father, — -can any foul withftand 
this fhock ?-r-No wonder the intelledual 
web is fo rent and tatter'd as we fee it ; 
and that fo many of our beft heads are no 
better than a puzzled ikein of filk, — all 
perplexity, — all confufion within fideJ 

But when my father read on, and was 
let into the fecret, that when a child was 
turn'd topfy-turvy, which was eafy for 
an operator to do, and was extracted by 
the feet j — that inftcad of the cerebrum 

being 
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being propeli*d towards the cerebellum, 
the cerebellum, on the contrary, was pro- 
pelled fimply towards the cerebrum where 

it could do no manner of hurt : By 

heavens ! cried he, the world is in a con- 
spiracy to drive out what little wit God 
has given us,— and the profeflbrs of the 
obftetric art are lifted into the fame con- 
spiracy. — What is it to me which end of 
my fon comes foremoft into the world, 
provided all goes right after, and his ce- 
rebellum efcapes uncrufhed ? 

It is thfe*^ nature of an hypothefis, when 
once a man has conceived it, that it affi- 
milates every thing to itfelf as proper 
nourilhment; and, from the firft moment 
of your begetting it, it generally grows 
the ftronger by every thing you fee, hear, 
read, or underftand. This is of great 
ufe. 

Vol. II. M When ^ 
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Wiito tny f acher w^s goiBC wth tbk 
about a ro^ruh, there was fcarce a phx- 
oiomenon of ftupidity or of genius, which 
Jic could «ot readily folve by it ; — it ac- 
counted for i;be ddcft fon being the great- 
eft blockhead in the family, — ^Poor devH, 
he would fay, — he made w^y forthecapa* 
city pf his younger brotbera.-— It unriddled 
the obfcrvarion irfdrivcllers and monftrous 
heads,— fhewingt a priori^ k could not be 
otherwife,-unlefs * « ♦ ♦ I don't know 
what. It wonderfully explainVi and ac-^ 
counted for the acumen of the JJtatic ge- 
nius, and that fpri^lier twni, and a 
more penetrating intuition <if minds, m 
warmer climates ; not £ram ihe lo(^ and 
common-place folution of a clearer flcy, 
and a more perpetual lun-ihine, &fr, — 
which, for ai^t he knew, might as w^U 
rarify and dilute the faculties of the foul 
into nothing, by one extreme, — as they 
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arc ccmcfcnfed in colder cllmaces hy the 
other ; — but he traced the alFair up to Its 
fpring-head; — fliew*d thaty in warmer 
climates, nature had laid a Hgfater tax 
upon the faireft parts of the creation ;-^ 
their pleafures more ;— the ncccflity of 
their painsi lefe,. infomuch that the pr ef- 
fure and refiftance upon the vertex was 
fo flight, that the whole organization of 
the cerebellum was preferved -, — nay, he 
did not believe, in natural births, that fo 
much as a fingle thread of the n^t-work 
was broke or difplaced, — fo that the fotii 
might juft ad as ihe liked. 

When my father had got fo far, — - 
whst a Maze of light did the accounts of 
the C^farian fe(5tion, and of the towering: 
geniufes who had come lafe into; the 
world by it^ caft upon thia hypothecs ? 
Here you fee, he would fay,, tiiere was no 
injurj' done to the fenforium j, — na pref- 
M 2. fure 
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furc of the head againft the pelvis ; — no 
propulfion of the^ cerebrum towards the 
cerebellum, either by the os puiis on this 
fide, or the os coxcygis on that •,— and,, 
pray, what were the happy confequences ? 
Why, Sir, your Julius defoTj who gave 
the operation a name; — and your Her- 
mes Trifmegijlus^ who was bom fo before 
ever the operation had a name ^ — your 
Scipio Africanus •, your Manlius Torquatus j 
our Edward theSixth,. — who,had he livedo 
would haVe done the fame honour to the 
hypothefis : — Thefe, and many morcj wha 
figur'd high in the annals of fame, — all 
czme JfJe-way^ Sir, into the world. 

This incifion of the aidotjuft and «/3?- 
rusy ran for fix weeks together in my fa- 
ther's head j-— he had read, and was fatis- 
fied, that wounds in the epigaftrium^ and 
thofe in thtmatrix^ were not mortal \ — 
fo that the bclJy of the mother n^gfet be 

cper.ed 
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opened extremely well to give a pafTagp 
to- the child,- — He mentioned the thing 
one afternoon to my mother^^ — merely as 
a matter of faft >. — but feeing her turn as 
pale as allies at the very mention of it, 
^ as much as the operatioa flattered, his. 
hopes, — he thought it as well to fay no 
more of it, — contenting himfelf with ad- 
miring — what he thought was to, no pur^- 
pofe to propofc*. 

This was my father Mr. Shandfs hypo- 
thefis J concerning which I have only to 
add, that my brother Bobiy did as great 
honour to it (whatever he did. to the fa- 
mily), as any one of the gceat. heroes we 
ipoke of:: — For happening not only to be 
chriften'd, as I told you, but to be born 
too, whea my father was at EpfoMy — 
being moreover my mother's firfi child, 
— coming into the world with his head 
/J^r^w^,— and tiarmng out afterwards a 

lad 
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lad of wondcrfiil flow parts, — my /ather 
fpek all thefe together into his opinion ; 
and as he had failed at one end, — he was. 
determined to try the other. 

This was not to be expeded from one 
of the fifterhood, who are not eaffly to be 
put out of their way, — and was therefore 
ofte.pf my father's great reafons in favour 
of a man of fcience^ whom he could bet- 
ter deal with. 

• Of all men in the world, Dr. Shp was, 
the fitteft for irry father's purpofe ; — for 
though his new -Invented forceps was 
the armour he had proved, and what he 
maintained, to be the lafeft inftrument of 
deliverance,— yet, it feems, he had feat- 
tered a word or two^ in his book^ in fa- 
vour of the very thing which ran in my 
fethcr's fancy ; — tho* not with a view to 
the foul's good in extradUng by the feet, 

as 
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fons merely obftetrical. 

This will account f(x the coalition be- 
twixt my father and Dr. Sio^j in the en* 
fuing difcourfe, which went a little hard 
-againft my uncle T^iy. — In what manner 
a plain man, with nothing but common 
fenfe, couJd bear up againft two fuch 
allies in fcience, — is hard to conceive. — 
You may conjecture upon it, if you pleafc^ 
— and whilft your imagination is in mo- 
tion, you may oicour^e it to go on, and 
tlifcover by what caufes and effefb in 
nature it could come to pafs, tliat my 
«ncle Toiy gpt We modcfty by the wound 
he received upon his groin. — You may 
raife a fyftem to account for the lofs of 
my nofe by marriage articles, — and Ihew 
the world how it could haj^n, that I 
ihould have the misfortune to be called 
Tristram, in oppofition to my father's 

hy- 
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itypothcfis, and the wiih of the who? 
family, God-fatli^rs and God-mothers'' 
not excepted. — Thefe, with fifty other 
points left yet unraveled, you may en- 
deavour to Iblve if you have time-, — but 
I tell you before-hand it will be in vain, 
— for not the fagc Alquife^ the magician 
in Don BeUanis of Greece^ nor the no lefs 
famous Urganduy the forccrefs his wife, 
(were they alive) could pretend to eome 
within a league of the truth. 

The reader will be content to wait for 
a full explanation of thefe matters till 
the next year, — when a feries of things 
will be laid open which he little expeds. 



£ N D of the Second Volume. 
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